
sonal avenger, and my zest at be-

ing present when the mercury
broke the record was dulled.

The United Charities, the coun-

ty agent's office and other distri-
buting points of fuel and food
were unable to handle the num-
ber of applicants for relief. Set-

tlement houses, women's clubs
and private philanthropies were
beseiged and overwhelmed.

The scenes at the municipal
lodging house on Union street
were pitiful. Fifty persons were
given cots and blankets on the
third floor. They were "fortun-
ate" ones. Another fifty were
packed away beneath the cots.
Fifty more huddled between them
three times the usual capacity of
the quarters. And where there
were no cots the men lay without
covering or pillows.

The second floor was a repro-
duction of the third.

The first floor, usually a recep-
tion room, was covered solidly
with a layer of sleeping human-it- ',

their only covering their
clothes, and their rolled-u- p coats
for pillows. In the basement ISO

more tried to sleep. Seven hun-
dred and fifty homeless men
twisted, coughed and slept fitful-
ly in the four walls of the city's
only fret lodging house.

At 10 o'clock the last available
space had been occupied, and a
hundred others were without
sleeping" room, or prospects of
getting any. Humanity forbade
driving them into the cold again.
Many of them were without
coats. t

- The Desplains street police

station was pressed into service,
and the men were sent there,
sleeping between the cells, al-

ready over-crowd- with men
seeking escape from the biting
cold.

At the lodging house this
'morning each man was given a
cup of coffee and a quarter of a
loaf of bread. It wasn't much,
but-i- t was all the managers could
do.

A majority of the men wefe
working men out of employment.
Men who work on the railroads
and farms during the summer,
but whose chances of earning
money are cut off when the first
cold snap of winter comes. Their
wages are small, they cannot save
much, and the municipal lodging
house is the result.

At the United Charities it was
said that 4,000 families were be-

ing cared for every day, and in
nearly every case lack of employ-
ment made the bread winners of
the homes charges of charity.

"In more than a majority of the
cases," said James Mullenbach,
assistant superintendent, "the
trouble is that the breadwinners
can't find any way to win it. From
15 to 40 per cent jnore manufac-
turing plants are run on half time
this year than a year ago at this
time. We are taking care of 25
to 35 per cent more cases than
last year.

"Cold weather is just getting
started, too. The real effects
wont show for some time, when
the results of overcrowding will
make themselves felt by an in-

crease of sickness. The really


