
poor crowd into one room sim-I- y

to save heat."
In all 240 families were given

coal and food at the county
agent's office yesterday, enough
food to last for few days, and half
a ton of coal. Since the beginning
of the new year 1,000 tons of coal
have been distributed. Here also
the cause of so many applicants
is declared to be scarcity of work,
and, too, it is said that the full
force of the cold has not yet made
its mark on the poor.

"We have had more applica-
tions for help .than any time in
five years," said Joseph Meyer,
county agent. "It looks bad I
don't know how some of these
people are going to get through
the winter."

The Jewish Aid Society report-
ed similar conditions. It sent
out sixty orders of coal. The
Swedish National association
took care of fifty families. Miss
Mary McDowell, head of the Uni-
versity of Chicago settlement in
the "Back o' the Yards" district,
said conditions seemed worse
than usual.

"Of course," she added, "most
of the suffering will not come un-

til the thousands have burned out
out the fuel they have on hand,
eaten the food now in the cup-
board. Then the appeals for help
really will begin coming in."

John Fitz, who has no home,
entered the Desplaines street po-
lice station last night with both
his ears frozen and applied for
medical aid and lodging. He was
attended by an ambulance sur-
geon, and allowed to sleep in a

cell.
All of the West Side stations

were crowded with penniless,
homeless men suffering from the
cold. At least 500 were cared for
in the West Chicago avenue,
Maxwell street, Warren avenue,
Canalport avenue and Desplaines
street stations. In the latter sta-
tion 217 men were housed.

That is the record of suffering
and misery of last night and this
morning. And it is the consensus
of opinion among charity work-
ers that conditions will grow in-

tolerably worse if the zero weath-
er continues.

The thermometer has estab-
lished a record for recent years.
But it is a record written in want,
privation and desolation among
destitute men, women and chil-

dren, with a bloodstain here and
there.

It isn't such a glorious ' thing
after all.

Accidents and Suffering Due to
the Cold

Mrs. Mary Shamberger, 1033
N. Franklin stret, set fire to her
bed when she attempted to heat
it with flatiron. Fled to street.
$100 damage.

Alexander Kollosky, laborer,
found at Desplaines and

street with hands and
ears frozen.

Two-year-o- ld son of Mrs.
Mary Lewandowski, 659 W. Ohio
street, who died Tuesday from
cold and starvation, buried today.
Relief sent to mother and three
other children, who are destitute.
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