
A FAIR IDEA OF COURT DIGNITY
Judge Hortore in the Criminal

Court on January 4, gave the peo-
ple a pretty fair idea of what con-
stituted court dignity or Ameri-
can y. ,

Miss Hazel Hogan had declin-
ed to testify against Dr.1 Ivrine
Sissinger, who, with three other
men, she had accused of robbing
her of $1,756. v ' .

Judge Honore had sent her to
jail for contempt of court on the
day previous, but her story in the
cell only seemed to make her
more determined.

"Do you refuse to testify or do
you refuse to accept what? is
known in law as an affirmation ?"
asked Judge Honore when the
woman-wa- s brought before him

"I refuse to testify or to an-

swer any questions," replied Miss
Hogan.- - "You can do whatever
you please with me, but I will
never take an oath."

"I refuse to be bullied into any-
thing. I will go to the county jail
or even to the penitentiary before
I will testify in this case. ''The
.court has no right to make me
'swear to things."

"You will be remanded7 to the
county jail until such time as you

- see fit to answer the questions
asked you by the court," said
Judge Honore. "But before you
go I wish you would talk with
your attorney."

Otto F. Ring, who represented
Miss Hogan in police court and
who brought the action against
Dr. Sissinger, talked with Miss
Hogan for fully ten minutes, try-
ing to persuade her to fnake a full

.-- -.

statement of the case. She refus-
ed to listen to his advice, however,
and he withdrew from the case.

Miss Hogan seems to have
been actuated by thesame spirit
that earned for some historical
Americans the name of patriots.
The fact that she is treated as a
criminal doesn't change the spirit
or the principle one bit.

It seems to make some differ-

ence m a court of law, whether
you are pdor and friendless or
wealthy and popular.

This law of affirmation the
judge speaks of, sounds pretty
strong and suggests something
awful, but "if it applies to Miss
Hogan, why wouldn't it apply to
Chicago vice commission, that
made wholesale criminal charges
and suppressed the key necessary
to successfully prosecute then.

The danger to Chicago as a
whole, by the failure to follow up
the vice commission findings, was
greater by far than Miss Hogan's
refusal to give evidence against
the four men she had accused.

How great the danger to Chi-
cago's womanhood actually is,
can be'stije appreciated by the
following Associated Press dis
patch from New York;

"In the year 1911 the New
York police were called to the aid
of families from which some
member has disappeared 3,500
times, and in his timeapproxi
mately 1,000 women, most ol
them ranging in age from 14 ta
20 years, have disappeared. Noi
does this number cover all the
young women who drop out;,oi
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