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JUDGE TALKS PLAIN TO THE MOTHER OF A YOUTH
CONVICTED ON G CHARGE

Both Sides of a Life in a Court Room.

Henry Hoefeldt, 25 years old,

was sentenced to six months in

'the Bridewell and fined $25 this
morning by Judge Himes in the
Maxwell street court on the
charge of picking pockets on a
Street car.

Hoefeldt' s mother was in court
pleading for him. Her tears and
suffering touched the hearts of all
who saw her.

Hoefeldt was not one of the
"victims of society" whose plight
arouses so much sympathy. His
mother was a, good woman. She
had tried to give him every ad-

vantage, but he chose the way of
Hishonesty. He gave nothing but
sorrow to his mother. And yet,
when he needed her, she came
into court, which is not a pleasant
place for women, and in the name
of mother love asked another
chance for her boy.

She was wrong. Her boy was
guilty, but she loved him.

Judge Himes was moved by
'the plea of Mrs. Hoefeldt.

"Madam," he said, "I know
3rou do not want your boy to go
to prison. But there is no other
place for him. He has been proven
gujlty. Four times previous he
has been arrested for the same of-

fense, but was able to escape pun-
ishment. Your plea is not mis-
guided; it is mother love, and
mother love thinks of nothing but
'the child, and not of what he has
done.

"But your son is to Mame, and
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the shame is that he cannot be
the one to suffer all the punish-

ment. He cannot know how you
feel. If he could he would not
hav.e gone wrong.

"When he was not in trouble
he paid no attention to you. You
were his mother and it was right
that you should do things for
him. He toolc it as a matter of
course. But when he is in dan-

ger of going to jail he remembers
his mother. And he is willing
that she should come in here and
plead for him, who has never
done anything for her.

"There are thousands of other
men like him. They commit
crimes and then whine of how
their women will suffer if they
are sent to jail. The time for
them to think is before. I am re-

ferring to men vho wilfully com-
mit crimes, men who ate able to
work, but 'will not. I am sorry
for you, but it is for your own
good and for the good of all con-
cerned that I a mgiving him a
sentence.

"Picking pockets is one of the
meanest forms of thievery, and it
is unfortunate that more of these --

men are not convicted. -
From his actions on "the stand

Hoefeldt was "wise" to the 'dip"
game. He. said that three other
men were "working" the cat, but
that he had no hand in it. When
he was arrested he immediately
offered to return .to the victim $3,
the amount taken, though the '


