
Slowly he moved back a step ta
lean weakly against the raiL Still
he looked at her, trying to searci
out the purport of her words.

"Do you mean " he paused,
for his voice was trembling
"that you're sorry you promised
to come? Have I changed that
.much ? Do you want to go back

after seven years? Tell me,
Landon; tell me!"

An erect man in khaki and of
military figure swung round the
corner of the deck house, paused
at seeing the two there before
him, and then came on more slow-

ly, slapping his leather puttees
with a swagger stick. The girl
turned to him with a "broken sob
and threw her arms to his shoul-

ders. Then she looked with him
toward the pale man standing
"hatless atihe rail.

"It's he dear," she whispered
to the man in khaki. "Ralph,"
she called in a low voice to the
man in white. Pity was in her
4voice. "Ralph, I" am already
married. This is my husband,
Capt. Dorman. I met him aboard
.the ship, and we were married by
the chaplain just after we left
Honolulu."

Her words died away, and for
a moment there was silence as the
girl and the man in khaki looked
into the eyes of the man in white
and the man in white returned
their gaze. The features of the
man in white awoke. His face lit
with cordiality and he stepped
forward briskly with outstretch-
ed arm.

"Congratulations to both of
you," he said. "My Jieai:tiest

good-wishe- s to you, sir," gripping
the hand of the man in khaki. "I
am delighted to meet you. My
launch is at the gangway. Let
me take you both ashore. We
must getter better acquainted. I
had arranged to dine with friends
this evening, but I would be de-

lighted to have you both as my
guests at the club on a slightly
amended program. Will you
honor me? Please don't say no.
May I look after getting your
baggage down? No trouble at
all . Now don't mention it. You'll
be ready soon, and in a jiffy "

On the lips of the man in white,
as he led the voyagers down to
his launch, there played an in-

scrutable smile that they did not
see.

"After seven years !" he was
whispering. '
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