
SURE, BASEBALL HAS IMPROVED," SAYS CY YOUNG.
By Cy Young.

There is no denying that base-
ball has improved since I entered
the game 23 years ago. Perhaps
there hasn't been so much im-

provement in the individual play-
ers as some may imagine, but
there has been a big change in
team play.

There really is no way to tell
whether individuals have improv-
ed or not. In horse races and ath-
letics "we have records which indi-
cate whether there has been im-

provement, but in baseball we
have nothing of the kind.

We cannot prove, for instance,
whether a pitcher like Walter
Johnson has more speed than
Amos Rusie had in his palmy
days. It is merely a matter of
opinion whether our best infiejd-er- s

are better than the men of a
quarter of ago.

But in team play there is no
chance for an argument. You no
longer see outfielders rooted to
one spot. For almost every baiter
they change position, and, in fact,
knowledge of the batters is al-

most half the game.
Infielders use their brain more

than they used to. It. is no ss

arrangement which man will
cover second on an attempted
steal ; it's clockwork Jfor the sec-
ond baseman to cover first on a
sacrifice. Nothing is being over-
looked to make the game 'better
and faster.

Do not imagine, for a minute,
that ptiching hasn't improved.
When I broke into baseball all a
pitcher needed .was "smoke," As

teiik;

a matter of fact, that was all I
had, and I made good from the
jump.

Now, to be successful, a pitcher
must, first of all, have control. He
must know the weakness of each
batter. He needs a change of pace,
a fast one and a slow one, to be
anywhere near the top, and he
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must include a curve ball in his
stock.

And just as long as men think,
the game will improve. It is only
natural that it should do so, when
brainy men devote the best part
of their lives to the study of the
game.

Basebalfis not perfect. It never
will be, and for that very reason
it continues to hold its popularity.
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Other necessaries of life keep

going up, but airships are coming
down all the time,


