
nwwsmrifig)V7TyT

IF A MAD DOG BITES YOU WHAT TO DO
By a Chicago Physician.

Hydrophobia is just as real as
diphtherie or tuberculosis.

It is a malady of both man and
beast. And when once its symp-
toms are fully developed it is ab-

solutely fatal.
Fortunately, it develops slowly,

and if treatment is begun within a
reasonable time, a quick cure is
practically certain.

Hydrophobia manifests itself
in three stages. Following the
bite, there is an incubation period
of from two weeks to three
months. The wound heals and
seems to be well. But the minute,
deadly organisms are working in
the system all the time. The en-

tire period rfof suffering through
the three stages is not more than
five days.

Symptoms.
At first the patient grows mel- -

ancnoiy ana aepressea. Jtie com-
plains of headache and loss of
sight. He can't eat. His skin
itches and he sees bright lights
and hears loud voices. He experi-
ences difficulty in swallowing.
His voice grows husky.

The second stage is marked by
spasms of the throat and mouth,
and shortness of breath. Efforts
to drink cause painful contrac-
tions of the throat. The patient
dreads the sight of water. Fever
appears. The patient grows vio-
lent. He froths at the mouth and
makes inarticulate utterances. To
tlie impressionable he seems to
bark like a dog.

The last stage Is a gradual
paralysis. The patient's agonies
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cease and he sinks into uncon-
sciousness. In from six to eight
hours he dies.

Cure.
Pasteur found that the spinal

cord of an animal dead of hydro-pho.b- ia

had the power of produc-
ing the disease in a healthy ani-
mal. But that this power grad-
ually disappeared.

If an emulsion made of the
spinal cord of a rabbit, just dead
of rabies, is injected into a healthy
rabbit, the latter "invariably dies.
If the spinal cord is kept a week,
before the emulsion is made, there
is more chance of the second rab-
bit's recovery. These virulent or-

ganisms become less and less
harmful and finallyentirely harm-
less at the end of the fifteenth day.

Immunization consists in forti-
fying the human patient, during
the period of incubation, with
inoculations of virus of gradually
increasing activity. An inocula-
tion from a fifteen-da- y cordis
used first. Next day a thirteen-da- y

cord injection is used. The
action is so mild thd patient
doesn't notice it. On the third
day an injection of the eleven-da- y

cord contains hydrophobia or-

ganisms in pretty healthy condi-
tion. But the immunity already
produced protects the patient.

On successive days injections
are made of emulsions of more
and more active cords. Finally,
the patient receives from a forty- -
eight hour cord, which would
have killed him on the first day.
But by this time he has the neces-
sary power of resistance


