
INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM TO FIGHT LABOR'S BATTLE
By Max S. Hayes.

Rochester, 1. Y., Nov. 14. In
stretching the constitution by ad-

mitting the Flint Glassworkers'
.Union on an interpretation al law
and refusing credentials to the
International A s s o c i a tion of
Sfeamfitters, the A. F. of L. con-
vention took another step toward
industrial unionism. ,

The Flints favor industrial
unionism and are strongly social-
istic. Recently they came to
agreement with the Bottle Blow
ers Union and paved the way for

federation glass ""strike, the
'trades, which will insure greater
solidarity in that industry.

t In the case of the steamfitters,
jthey were last year ordered by
Jthe A. of L. convention to
merge' with the Associa-
tion Plumbers and Steamfit-'ter- s,

in order to establish har-
mony and unity of action in the
jpjpefitting industry.

They refused to obey the man-'da- te

and are therefore denied fur-

ther recognition until they cease
'their rebellious' conduct and agree
.to amalgamate.

These two fights on the con-
vention floor reveal an unmistak-
able tend toward the principles of
industrial unionism as far as the
sentiment of the delegates are
concern 'jd, anjj, they undoubtedly

. represent the views of their mem-
bership in most conservative
sense.

This trend is further shown in
a resolution introduced the
representatives of the Interna--

. Jtional Printing Pressmen's Union

to instruct the A. E. of L. execu-
tive council "to arrange confer-
ences between the representa-
tives of the various international
unions where there is more than
one international membership
employed in any given industry,"
and that every effort be extended
"to bring about a federation of
such unions, to the end that joint
action may be assured in ahdis-pute- s

between organized labor
and the employing glasses."

The action of the pressmen s,
interpreted as,an outcome of their

afuture of the backed by stereotypers

F.
United

of

by

and newsboys, against the Chi
cago newspapers, excepting The
Day Book --and World, during
which the printers, mailers and
photo-engrave- rs stuck to their
contracts The latter unions are
not opposed to the spirit of the
pressmen's resolution, the print- -'

ers and mailers having endorsed
the principle of industrial union-
ism at their Minneapolis conven-
tion two years ago.

While in a sense the'L W. W,
agitation may have influenced
some of the organizations to
broaden out on the lines of indus-
trial unionism, yet the evolution
in the methods of production and
distribution is unquestionably the
dominating factor in hastening a
closer combination of the labor
forces.

At present fully a dozen
international unions are ne

gotiating to establish industrial
federation or complete amalga-
mation. During the past year half
a dozen organizations were,


