
pleted, Hewett knew that he
might whistle for clients,

The convention which was ex-
pected to nominate Benton had
been in session some days and
would not complete its labors un
til the following week. Although
he. knew the folly of antagonizing
Pleat further, Hewett had been
assuming a leading part in its de-

liberations. Pleat had, indeed,
openly conveyed his sense of dis-

pleasure. He had used more
subtle measures also. That morn-
ing the managers of three banks
had refused Hewett an increase
upon his mortgage, although the
value of the property warranted
this. He must wait till after elec-
tion, they told him. And Pleat's
company could and probably
would foreclose within a week.

"Mary," said Hewett to his
young wife, "the situation seems
to be this: If I crawl to Pleat and
get out of politics he'll probably
let us stay on in our little home
and perhaps throw me some work
later. If he gets into the legisla-
ture he can undoubtedly turn the
screw in either direction. If I
don't crawl well, we'll have to
loolc for another home."

They looked around the living
room, with its comfortable furni-
ture, its cozy fireplace, looked
out at the little garden they had
made, at the hundred different
touches which had converted it
from a nouse to a home. They
had hoped to live here all their
lives. They had never had any
other abode since their marriage,
a runaway match, the year

"I want you to do what is right,
dear," his wife answered, and put
her arms lovingly about his neck
"JustTdo what is right, Roger,
and never mind the home." I

But she could not hide her tears"
at the thought of losing it. 2.

That had happened yesterday
Now Hewett sat in his barely furi
nished office fronting on the city
square, studying some blue
draught sheets that lay on the
desk. But he was thinking hard-
er than he was studying.

Nobody but Hewett knew that
the great Pleat building .encroaeh-e-d

a foot and a half upon the city
sidewalk. Nobody else cared.
Nobody else would ever have
dreamed of resurveying that sec-
tion pf the financial district of
Portersburg. Yet' this error
meant that Pleat would have to
sear .off a foot and a h,alf of his
great building down ax vertical
line of eighteen stories, and "the
foundation would have to be re-lai-d,

and the steel girders taken
down, with their filling of mason-
ry, and the whole Pleat building
must be pulled down or radically
reconstructed, 'The lowest cost
would probably amount to $200,-00- 0.

Certainly Hewett could ob?
tain $25,000 as the price of silence

or $50,000 or even $75,000:
Hewett was not studying the
sheets any more: he was specu
lating as to what he could buy for
Mary with $75,000.

He would merely have to re-- i

main silent. If his report went in
it might or might not pass unno-
ticed. He knew that the chief sur
veyor, a creature of Pleat's


