
a dog bolted growling down the
path.

The dog came back suspicious-
ly, but as he reached the man on
the porch he began to whimper.
Quiet, old fellow," he said as he

fairly hugged him in- - hi? anxiety
.to.keep him from making his joy
known to those inside. Dear old
boy, you know me, don't you?" he
whispered.

Just then a voice, old and quiv-
ering, inside the room, began,
"Children, I have something to
say to you. Tom here has told
me that Mary has promised to
he his wife. We all have loyed
Mary ever since the time we
thought she would be John's
wife, but I know, could John
speak, he would say he was glad
that Mary will find happiness
with Tom. Mother still grieves
for her first born, but" (and the
old man drew -- himself up proud-
ly) "I know that he did not shirk
his duty, even though he knew it
meant death." J

The man outside seemed'to
stagger a littfe as he repeated:
"He did not shirk, even though he
knew it meant death." That far-o- ff

morning at Dagupan, when
,fear clutched him by the throat
and he left his comrades to carry
on the sortie, came up before him.
He moved Uneasily and the doer
crept closer and licked fiis hand,

Once more he looked inside.
Everybody was clustered about
Tom and Mary, and even moth-
er's mouth wore a smile, which
however, did not Teach her grief-strick- en

eyes.
John Semple bent down oyer

the dog. "It's up to me, old fel-

low," "he said, "to deliver my
Christmas gift now."

Once more he patted the dog
apd quietly, with head erect,
walked toward the gate. After a
moment the dog followed and
when they both passed the elm
tree he was at his master's heels.
"I am sorry, old fellow," said
John Semple, "but it won't do.
You must go back. I have toput
you, also,, into the package I am
leaving them. Go back to the
house, old chap. I know you'll
keep my secret. It isn't for me to
spoil their .merry Christmas," he
said as he turned and walked out
intp the darkness. o
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