
CHICAGO GUNMEN
"My Revolver," is the topic of

a Tribune editorial, in which the
dangerous practice ' of carrying
guns is denounced as a disgrace
which Chicago should not tol-
erate.

That part of it is all right, but
The Tribune takes occasion to
ring in- - labor unions because
Thomas Freer, who shot James
Conway, a "union worker, happen-
ed to belong to a labor union.

Many of the frequent murders
in Chicago may be traced to this
gun-totin- g habit. It's bad enough
for anybody to carry revolvers
even the police are too quick on
the trigger, and occasionally mur-
der a man for no other crime than
running away from them.

But nobody has been more
reckless with murderous re-
volvers than the slug-
gers hired by the newspapers to
hunt, down members of labor
unions who happened to belong to
some of the printing trades.

It was newspaper gunmen, who
murdered Conductor Frank Witt,
on June 15, 19IZ.

It was newspaper gunmen who
murdered George Hehr, on Au-
gust 8, 1912.

H. L. Starkey, circulation man-
ager of The American, testified
on the witness stand that he knew
of the criminal record ofIhe Bar-
rett brothers, who were involved
in both the Witt and the Hehr
murders, and that he purchased
revolvers for the Barretts and. for
others; and that he entrusted re-

volvers to Charles Barrett for dis-

tribution to persons working in

the division officered by Charles
Barrett for The Evening Ameri-
can.

In a resolution adopted by the
Chicago Federation of Labor, Au-

gust 18r 1912, the record of some
of the gunmen in the employ of
Chicago newspapers and deput-
ed as "special" policemen, was
given as,follows;

Charles Barrett convicted of
rape in criminal court of Cook
county, June 13, 1905; sentenced
.to 10 years in Joliet pen ; judg-
ment affirmed by supreme court
April 30, 1906.

Edward Barrett, convicted" in
U. S. district court, June 29, 1909,
of postoffice robbery, for robbing
the.Chicago postoffice; sentenced
to 3 years at Leavenworth, Kas.

Thos. Delhantey, convicted! of
burglary and sentenced to Leav-
enworth penitentiary Feb. 17,
1906.

Wm. Mastersvon, convicted of
burglary and sentenced to- - Joliet
penitentiary Feb. 17, 1906.

Resolutions were unanimously
adopted by the Chicago Federa-
tion, of Labor, that a committee
wait upon Chief McWeeny,
Sheriff Zimmer, Mayor Harrison
and State's Attorney Wayman,
asking that inquiry be made into
the matter of deputizing and arm-itf- g

And the report of the commit-
tee found that the trust news-
papers were responsible for these
gunmen, and that? the public of-

ficials, were afrafd-o- f the news
paners.

This may give The Tribune
some light on the gun-totin- g


