
INDIAN THORPE ADMITS
James Thorpe, Olympic

and Carlisle athlete, is a pro
fessional. The Indian marvel ad-- i
mitted the charge yesterday in a

letter written to the officers of

the Amateur Athletic Union.
He declared that during the

summers of 1909-1-0 he played
professional baseball with a team
in the Eastern Carolina Associa-
tion, which has since gbne out of
existence. In extenuation, Thorpe
says he did not playfor the money
involved, but only because of his
love of sport. The income from
his property was ample for his
material needs.

"I was only an Indian school-
boy," says Thorpe. "I hope I will
be partly excused. I have received
offers amounting to thousands of
dollars since my victories last
summer, but turned them all
down. I loved sport for sport's
sake. I hope the public will not be
too hard on me."

The public won't, though the
righteous amateurs will place the
stamp of professionalism on
Thorpe, his records will be ex-

punged from the books and all the
trophies he won in Sweden will
have to be returned to the donors.

But the records will not be
erased in the minds of Americans.
Thorpe will stand out as the
greatest athlete of his
day. He is a real American, and
his confession, with its note of
pathos "I was only an Indian
schoolboy" shows he is a real
man.

Thorpe's admissions of profes- -
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HE IS A PROFESSIONAL
sionalismwill cause some changes
in the standing of the teams at
the Olympic meet, as his points
will be credited to others. Mar-

tin Sheridan is also
as the American

The case of Thorpe emphasizes
the flaws in the amateur laws. In
nearly every college inducements
of some sort are held out to wint-nin-

athletes. The rewards are
seldom in money, but often posi-

tions that will enable a man to
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James Thorpe.

continue his studies, and incident-
ally compete in amateur sports,
are secured for the athletes.

That Thorpe is not in sport for
the money is evidenced by the
fact that he has turned down of-

fers from several big league ball
clubs to sign. He is a member of
the Sac and Fox tribe, and the


