
day before Tom McCarey's club
in Los Angeles. Rivers is train-
ing faithfully, something he did
not do for his first battle with
Joe Mandot. Mandot whipped
him easily, and the Mexican
learned a lesson. In his second

rV-- A. mC?

Joe Rivers.

go with Mandot he was in tip-to- p

condition, iand won. Unwilling-
ness to live "up to strict training
rules has been Rivers' greatest
failing, and only after his hand-
lers convinced him that he could
never succeed unless he prepared
carefully for every battle did Toe

agree to work.
If he whips Brown in this bat-

tle he will be Ritchie's logical op-

ponent, though the latter has re-

peatedly said he would prefer
Packey McFarland for the July 4
date.

The only vacancy on the Cub
infield, shortstop, will be filled by
the man who shows the best bat-
ting ability. Art Phelan, Al Brid-we- ll

and Red Corriden, the can-
didates for the job, are all good
fielders. Bridwell has had years
of experience, and is a steady, re-

liable man on defense. Corriden
and Phelan are younger, but have
shown big league fielding class.
The men are so evenly matched
in this branch of the game that
the big stick will make the final
decision.

In the last two years, playing
with Boston, Bridwell has not
busted any fences. His clubbing
has been woefully weak. There
are many excuses, and Brid is
really a stronger sticker than the
figures indicate. There was not
much incentive to good work
playing with a team like the
Braves, and the New Cub was
also handicapped by poor physi-

cal condition.
Phelan has been only a fair bat-

ter, but, played regularly, should
rate 25 points higher than last
year, which would place him al-

most in Joe Tinker's class.

Cofriden is the real unknown
quantity. He has played' in the
American league with St. Louis
and Detroit, but not for a long
enough period to prove his worth.
He joined the Tigers toward the


