
DIVORCE COMMISSION
MEET WAS A FIZZLE

The first public meeting of the
Illinois divorce commission, held
in the Hotel LaSalle Saturday,
was an utter farce.

About 600 men and women at-

tended the meeting, and about 50
per cent of them seemed to be
bugs on both marriage and di-

vorce. The meeting broke up in
the wildest disorder. '

When Judge Kavanaugh was
trying to adjourn the meeting,
these things were happening:

Jesse Quitman, an attorney,
was yelling to the delegates that
all marriage laws should be wiped
off the books.

Lida Parce, Socialist author,
was shouting at the top of her
voice something that no one could
hear.

A delegate who said he was a
real American Indian" was yell-

ing to the audience about the evil
and immorality of show-windo- w

displays.
Another delegate was wildly

demanding that all newspapers
that publish divorce proceedings
be muzzled by law forthwith
and was standing on a chair iO

do it.
The Louis the Sixteenth room,

where the meeting was held, was
a riot of noise and dust and shak-

ing chandeliers.
Kavanaugh opened the meet-

ing quite nicely. Judges Pam and
McGoorty wailed about Illinois
being the divorce center of the
country. Former Judge Stine
added a few words about spoiled
children. Then Kavanaugh said

women delegates would be given
two minutes and mere male dele-
gates one minute to express their
opinions.

The riot followed. Quitman
was the first on his feet.

"I'm a free thinker," he shout-
ed. "If I had my way I'd fix it
so you couldn't marry. (Chorus
of hisses from women.) The
churches are behind all this. They
try to throw a halo of saintliness
around what is only a civil con-
tract."

Kavanaugh called time on the
free thinking gent amid a chorus
of hisses and cheers;-b- ut evident-
ly Quitman had more he wanted
to get off his mind. So had Mrs.
Parce, who had begun speaking
by this time. So had half a dozen
others.

David R. Forgan, the banker,
declared that romantic novels
whose plot is based on marital in-

fidelity, are the. chief cause of di-

vorce. Forgan did not mention
the great mass of the people who
have neither the money' nor the
time to waste on romantic novels,
so presumably he-wa- s referring
to the causes of divorce in high
sassiety, of which he is a part.

The meeting, before it became
a riot, adopted two resolutions,
one for a law compelling persons
desiring to be married to make
application for 15 days before the
wedding date, and the other au-

thorizing the state's attorney' to
appear for the people at all di-

vorce trials.
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