
;

'Whereas, Specific charges have
been made against a Judge of the Cir-
cuit Court bench in this city, alleging
that the said Judge, William Feni-mo- re

Cooper, has so conducted the
business of his court as po prejudice
the course of justice in the cases of
men accused of assaulting women
and xmfldren; and

"Whereas, These charges have
been transmitted to Maclay Hoyne,
State's Attorney, by representative
women, whose duty it is to watch
such case; and

"Whereas, State's Attorney Maclay
Hoyne has referred to these charges
in, public documents, which have
thereupon been published in the lead-
ing newspapers of Chicago, and as
they are of such a nature and char-
acter as to alarm the women of this
city; and

"Whereas, There is danger that an
investigation by men might be af-
fected by the political leanings of
voters, it is veidently the duty of wo-
men who are unhampered, unpre-
judiced and free from political affilia-
tions, to take the initiative and bring
about a thorough investigation of
these charges, to the end that the
truth, and the whole truth, be re--
vealed; that guilt, if guilt exists, shall
be met with, punishment, and that if
the charges be unfounded the inno-
cent be Telieved from the burden of
unjust accusation;

"Resolved, That this body author-
ize, the chairman of this, meeting to
appoint a special committee of twelve
or more representative women,
whose duty shall be to search the rec-
ords and hear all the evidence that
may be available as to the truth or
falsity of these charges, and to re-
port to a meeting of this body on an
agreed date, their findings;

"If, upon investigation, it is found
that the said Judge William Fenimore
Cooper has so conducted the affairs
of ms court as to protect men who

"Thave been proved guilty of outrages
on women and children, this commit- -

.t!r?hall recommend, tohe yery limit
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of our ability this body see that he is
compelled to resign his position, on
the bench.

"And if this committee, on investi-
gation, shall find that these charges
are not true it shall so announce and
this body to the very limit of its abil-
ity give publicity to such findings and
call upon the authors of these
charges to make public retraction of
the same."

Mrs. Jones called for a vote on the
resolution. Half a dozen voices re-
sponded with "aye." One weak, dazed
voice said "No."

"The resolution is carried unani-
mously," said Mrs. Jones, "and I shall
now appoint a committee."

Whereupon she read the following
names, which she had given to the
newspapers an hour before:

Mrs. Minona S. Jones, Mrs. F. H.
Greene, Dr. Lillian Thompson, Mrs.
J. E. Stewart, Miss Belle Squire, Mrs.
Elmo Parker, Mrs. Edward Murphy,
Mrs. J. Freeman Brown, Dr. Edna
Forsyth, Mrs. Lavinia Carr, Mrs. Ab-ra- m

Rodman, Mrs. Lena Roach,,
Mrs. Marie McKee.

"There is one thing I want to ask
about this committee," said Mrs.
Jenks, suddenly. "Are there any wo-
men on it who hold political office?"

That question hadn't been expect-
ed. There was an anxious craning
of necks toward Mrs. Jones to see
what she would do. Mrs. Jones ner-
vously fumbled her gavel and looked
hopelessly at the audience. Then she
remembered her husband and turned
around and whispered to him.

"None so far as I know," she said,
when the whispering was over.

"That's all I wanted to know," said
Mrs. Jenks. '

After tie adoption (?) of the reson
lution and the appointment of the
"right" committee, which two things
'constituted the real business of the
"meeting," the rest of the proceed-
ings did not amount to anything.

Since they then could do no dam-
age to the program,
Mrs, J?n?s graciously permitted


