
GARMENT WORKERS SEE THROUGH- - LATEST,
MOVE OF BIG BOSSES HOLD MASS MEETING
Only the counsel of their leaders

prevented 800 garment workers from
rushing through a general strike
vote "at their mass meeting last
night at Hodcarriers' Hall. 'The
meeting was packed with all classes
of garment workers from young girls
to tired old men, who see in the
growth of the garment workers' or-

ganization a chance to throw off the
shackles of the bosses.

For the last six or seven weeks,
since the joint board of garment
workers began their campaign, the
shopowners have used every imag-
inable means to block their work,
been pressed into service in a vain
effort to crush the spirit of the work-
ers.

No wthey are trying a new
scheme. Instead of shouting and
cursing at the workers, their fore-
men have been instructed to rule by
kindness. They even went so far as
to raise wages in some places.

But last night the futility of their
scheme was clearly shown. The
workers understand that the only
way they can get real permanent im-
provement is by organization.

Sidney Hillman, newly elected- -

president of the Garment Workers'
District Council, completely dis-
sected the scheming and plotting of
the employers' association in such a
stirring hianner that the workers
cheered him wildly.

Hillman, after reporting the prog-
ress of their organization, plunged
right into the new plan of the bosses.

"It must be amusing to you work-
ers," he said, "this new trick of the
employers. You probably saw into
it instantly when you came down to
work and heard foremen, who ordin-
arily were slavedrivers, address you
very sweetly as 'Mr.' or 'Mrs.' or
'Miss.' And wasn't it a shock when
they tacked up signs arouno; he
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shops giving orders that no employe
was to be worked over 52 hours a
week, when in the past you've been
working sometimes over 60 hours
and never less than 54 for the saftie
money.

"Fear has gripped the bosses'
hearts. They know this organiza-
tion is going to succeed in spite of
their efforts. But we're not going
to be led astray. The march has be-
gun and nothing can stop us.

"It is only a matter of weeks be-

fore every garment worker in this
city will be organized and then we
can do what we want"

A worker in the hall arose to his.
feet and addressed the meeting in,
Jewish. His speech stirred the peo-
ple. When he sat down Hillman ex-- t
plained his speech.

"He's pleading for a general strike.
He doesn't believe a series of small
strikes is effective. I don't agree
with him.

"I think small strikes hurt ther
shopowners more than a general
walkout. But if you really want to,
we'll call one tomorrow and have ev-

ery open shop out by Monday after-- ;
noon."

It was here that the riot of cheer- -'
ing began. "Men shouted for strike,
and it was necessary for Hijlman. to,
talk long and earnestly before the,
workers would subside.

WOOD ACQUITTED
T

Boston, June 7. Wm. M. Wood,
president American Woolen Co.,

on all counts by a jury today-o- n

the charge of having conspired,
unlawfully to plant dynamite in Law-
rence during textile strike.

The jury disagreed on the first,
four counts in the indictment against
Frederick E. Atteaux, wealthy dye
stuff manufacturer, but acquitted)
him. Dennis Collins was found
guilty on two counts, j

-


