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P?Z ESSAY AGAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE-WOM- AN

WHO BOSSES 20 MEN WROTE IT
(The following the prize-winni- essay for which an

award of $100 has been made by the National Association Opposed to
Woman Suffrage to Miss Julia D. Henry of Cleveland. The judges reading
the essays were Miss Ida Tarbell, Mrs. George C. Rice (Kate Douglas Wig-
gins) and Miss Jeannette L. Gilder. Miss Henry is the manager of the
Golden Tea Co. of Cleveland, business which she has managed success-
fully three years. She has 20 men in her employ. Her essay is here
printed for the first time.)

BY JULIA D. HENRY
Those funny little sisters of ours,

who are so busy demonstrating their
fitness to rule, claim that the only
women opposed to suffrage are those
who cling to some sturdy oak and
peer with timid eyes from his shelter-
ing branches into the big, wide world.

Now, I am no clinging vine. I am
managing a successful business,
which employs twenty men, and have
actively assisted in the election or de-
feat of various political candidates.
And from my experience I am op-
posed to woman suffrage.

The reasons for the faith that is in
me are: First, the biological neces-
sity of conserving woman's strength
for her great .function of mother-
hood; second, the fundamental dif-
ference between woman, the in-

dividual, and man, the gregarious
creature; third, the economic need of
removing woman from industry and
restoring her to the natural duty of
home-maki- that she may co-

operate rather than compete with
man; lastly, the progressive move-
ments of our time, which are bring-
ing in the day when man, the bread-inne- r,

will again be able to wed his
woman and to provide for her and
"her children.

Woman is inferior to man in bodily
strength. To do a man's work, wo-ia- n

must conserve her vital reserve.
'jSuch a woman approaches mother-
hood a bankrupt. Too often her mar-
riage is barren, or her offspring de-

fective in mind or body. Our debt to
nature for the gift of life is the con-
tinuance of the race. Beside that

"fluty the privilege of voting is cbJM's.
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When nature gave concentration to

the setting hen it was to insure the
hatching of eggs. Likewise has she
endowed woman with a narrow and
intense interest in life, and for much
the same reason.

Man is a "mixer." From the first
tribal wardance down to the stock
exchange man has worked with wo-
man for common ends, and that is
the essence of government. Woman
is passionately loyal to her own. She
is unmoved by abstract justice and
the common good when they conflict
with her personal interests. He who
governs must seek the common ad-
vantage or he will fail. Man has
proven capable for the task, while
woman's very nature unfits her for it.

Woman is competing with man for
his job. They who should be help-
meets are rivals. Because woman is
doing his work, man is less able to
provide a home, and, therefore, wo-

man must continue to do man's work.
And this is the endless chain of our
industrial folly. Votes for women
would prove only another chain to
bind woman to her present false
place.

The industrial slavery of women
will not last. The spirit of our time
spells progress. Already living con-
ditions are improving and capital and
Jabor are coming together to work
out the problem oij poverty. Within
our generation the young man will
be able to marry and the young wo-
man will be transferred from the
shop to the home. And with her will
go the only plausible argument for
woman suffrage.


