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their profits than do department
store owners.

And that is not all. "Miss Stew-
art" is not the only hired spy who
has been attending and is still at-
tending the meetings of the girls of
the department stores.

There are others who now are un-
der close observation, and who will
be exposed as soon as all the evidence
against them is gathered.

Organizer Flood already has a
mass of information as to the various
methods of the department store
owners to prevent the organization
of their employes and promises
further sensational disclosures.

Agnes Nestor, "the best little lob-
byist Springfield ever knew," ad-
dressed last night's meeting of the
clerks, congratulating them on the
victory they have won in the Milwau-
kee avenue district since they began
to organize.

"The stores have posted notices in
the windows and some in the papers
that they will close on Tuesday
night, remaining open only two
nighte a week," she said. "You
have sense enough to know this
would never have been done had you
not started to organize. They did not
do it one year ago, they did not do
it two years ago.

"They fought us in Springfield
when we tried to have our hours re-
duced from 55y2 to 54, and through
their influence and what other meth-
ods they used down there they de-

feated us, but when you showed by
coming here time after time that you
were going to organize thoroughly,
the employers thought to offset it by
closing one night a week and mak-
ing you feel that you would get
shorter hours through their gener-
osity.

"And if you continue to organize
you will not only have the stores
closed one evening a week, but every
evening, and you will get the wages
that should be paid to you and will
improve your working conditions.

"When the ladies who worked for
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a half fcolkjay Saturday -- for (he
clerks, on' State street carried their
work to such an extent that wealthy
charge customers of the stores wrote
begging that this favor be conferred
on the clerks, and they, the custom-
ers, would conform to the morning
hours of shopping, the State street
merchants refused that half holiday.

"You cannot get it as a favor, you
cannot get anything from them as
a favor. It must come as a demand,
and when you are thoroughly organ-
ized and stand, together you will have
no difficulty demanding it and get-
ting It"

Miss Nestor spoke at length on
the formation of the Glove Workers'
Union and of the concessions granted
to them. She also told of the fight
for the ur law in Springfield
and ridiculed the suggestion of Mil-
waukee avenue stores that the State
street merchants were behind that
bflL

"Why, the State street stor.es,
which are supposed to close within
certain hours, keep the clerks work-
ing overtime, and the blinds are
drawn and the doors locked," she
said. "Do they take inventory in
the daytime? No, that is done at
night But the merchants did not
dare come down to Springfield and
fight this law openly, because the
Milwaukee avenue merchants would
have said: 'You now boast that you
are working your clerks short hours,
shorter than these, what harm would
it do you?' And the State street mer-
chants would have had to admit that
they were working their clerks long
hours and doing it with the blinds
drawn."

Miss Nestor also announced that a
mass meeting would be held in the
Garrick theater some Sunday in the
near future, at which time the women
who lobbied in Springfield would tell
of the crooked work that defeated
the ur bill.

Emmett Flood stated that it was
ridiculous for the employers to op
pope the organization .of clerks, ia,


