
How sweetly soft he told it! How
the sympathetic tears came to his
loving sister, how the eyes of the
breathless, marveling Gloria Burley
seemed to take it "all in as if it were
some beautiful dream. And then in
her weakness and exhaustion she
sank into insensibility, but with a
seraphic smile upon her face, as ff
after strife, storm and privation she
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SEN. POWDEXTER WOULD MAKE UNCLE SAM
A MINER IN ALASKA

By Cilson Gardner.
Washington, July 14. Senator

Mies Poindexter of Washington is
the author of a novel and very in-

teresting plan embodied in a bill just
introduced into the Senate by which
it is proposed that the United States
government become a coal miner as
well as the operator of railroads and
other transportation facilities in
Alaska.

The more unusual feature, how-
ever, in this proposed is
a carefully worked-o- ut

plan by which employes of the gov-

ernment in the government coal
mines would, share with consumers
of the coal the "profits" of govern-
ment coal mining. This principle is
also applied to the government trans-
portation service.

Even more unusual is the feature
of the bill for what might be called

competition." The gov-

ernment does not propose a mo-

nopoly of the exploitation of Alaska.
Private interests are invited to com-
pete and half of all public coal lands
are reserved for leasing to any pri-
vate interests which desire to lease
and operate them for terms of 50
years and in tracts not exceeding
2,560 acres to any single interest

The government sets the standard
for operation, however. The bill pro-
vides for the manner in
which labor shall be .treated in the

mining and transporta-
tion service; for example, providing
or an eight-ho- ur day, a minimum

had been awarded a glimpse of some
beautiful heaven.

Abruptly Dacey left the room, the
woman he loved in the friendly
charge of his sister. It was a hew
Gloria, revived, whom he met the
next day the happy day, the day of
his life that he asked her
to become his wife.
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wage, the prohibition of child labor,
a workman's compensation and acci-
dent insurance plan, proper sanita-
tion, housing and general living con-

ditions, etc. All these things are
guaranteed to employes who "are to
help Uncle Sam dig coal and operate
his railroads and ships. It is also
required that persons taking leases
and proposing to compete with the
government mines must duplicate all
these conditions in their privately
operated plants.

The next most interesting feature
of this remarkably advanced legisla-
tion is that which specifies how and
where the products shall be market-
ed. There is created what might be
called a preferential market for gover-

nment-mined coal. The govern-
ment mining service is empowered
to give preference in selling its coal
to certain classes of consumers as
follows: (1) the government rail-
roads, (2) the U. S. navy and other
government services, (3) schools and
other public institutions, including
municipalities, (4) domestic users of
coal or ultimate consumers, (5) co-

operative associations dealing, with
ultimate consumers, (6) commercial
retailers, (7) wholesalers, (8) manu-
facturers and all other purchasers.

The government is to establish dis-

tributing stations in Alaska and on
the Pacific Coast for disposing of its
coal, which is to be conveyed to these
stations by means of its own rail-
roads and steamships.

The bill provides that the govern- -


