
TELEPHONE USERS OF CHICAGO tO BAND
TOGETHER IN SELF PROTECTION

Telephone users of Chicago will
perfect an organization Thursday
afternoon at the LaSalle Hotel. The
objects of the Telephone Users' As-

sociation are given as follows:
1. To give the telephone subscrib-

ers a voice in the negotiations with
reference to the sale of the Automatic

. telephone system to the Bell Com-

pany, and to do all things possible
to safeguard the subscribers' inter-
ests.

2. To gather reliable information
and furnish unbiased opinion by bul-

letins and through the press with ref-
erence to all matters affecting the
interests of the telephone subscribers
of Chicago and suburbs.

3. To place the telephone sub-

scribers in a position where they may
deal with the many and complex
problems that must come up from
time to time in the future and be
correctly settled before Chicago and
its suburbs will have proper tele-

phone service.
4. To with all other

forces and agencies of our civic life,
including the telephone companies,
city bureaus and commissions in
solving the problems relating to tele-
phone service.

5. To furnish subscribers at rea-
sonable cost expert tariff service, to
recommend ways to reduce their
telephone costs and increase the

of their service.
' There are 400,000 telephone users

in Chicago, all of whom will be at
the mercy of the Bell 'phone if it is
permitted to buy the Automatic and
junk that plant; and the subscribers
will then have to foot the entire bill
of buying and junking the Automatic.

So the Bell subscribers are as much
interested in the organization of a
telephone users' association as the
automatic subscribers are. The "meet-

ing will be held at the LaSalle Hotel,
Thursday afternoon, tomorrow, at 3

o'clock.

Headquarters of the association:
have been established at Room 804;
National Life Insurance building,
with H. D. Stroud, who has resigned
as commercial superintendent of the
Automatic In order to help telephone
users make the light.

A telephone expert will be engaged
whose experience in both manual and
automatic telephony will enable the
association to deal with all telephone
problems In the interest of users.

One of the first problems tackled
will be that of preventing the destruc-
tion of competition and the establish-
ment of a 'phone monopoly in Chi-
cago.

Probably the attention of the U.--

attorney general at Washington will
be brought to the attempt of both
companies to destroy competition by
combining.

Inquiry will be made into what
property the Bell company will get if
it pays $6,300,000 for the Automatic,
and then is permitted under the Chi-
cago Telephone Company's ordi-

nance to charge 7 per cent interest
on the increased capitalization and
to soak Bell users for the increase.

The main purpose is to band to-

gether the telephone users of Chicago
for self protection.

A lawyer who was retained for a
client of the name of Tickle began
his speefch, in opening the case, thus:
"Tickle, my client, the plaintiff, my
lord " but was then interrupted by
laughter in court, which was increas-
ed when the judge exclaimed, "Tickle
him yourself, sir; you are as well
able to do so as I am!"

Immigration officials have got to
decide whether a German tenor
traveling with a woman not his wife
is an "undesirable" or not It's likely
to raise the very deuce with the ar-
tistic temperaments of opera


