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AN EDITORIAL THAT MIGHT POSSIBLY HAVE
BEEN A GOOD FIT "FIFTY YEARS AGO"
BY JANE WHITAKER

The Inter-Oaea- n, on the same page
with its "Fifty Years Ago" matter,
prints, an editorial that might have
sounded-iogic- al fifty years ago, be-

fore people began'to think and while
they beheved with the I.-- 0. that God
made inequality when he let one
child be born on the Lake Shore
drive and'another on. Halsted street.

Also the I.-- in accordance with
its "Fifty Years Ago"" policy is using
that same chestnut that long ago
popped and is now worm-eate- n, that
the agitation, for a mlnimjim wage is
an insult to the working his.

Really, it seems a waste of time to
take the chestnut Beriously1. And yet

--there are' people who think like the
"Fifty Years Ago" page and who may
believe (lb ' ,

It was my good fortune to win the
friendship of many of the girls in the
department stores at the time the
O'Hara welfare commission "was agi-

tating for a minimum wage, which is
in effect in several states in this coun-
try and in the enlightened part of
Europe. " r'These 'girls believeifijo Btrongly in
the O'Hara Investigation and in its
sincerity that they dldnot consider
organization would be' necessary
they were going txTobtainta minimum
wage, a living wage, through the Illi-

nois legislature.
Often I asked them If they took

any stock in that chestnut of the
agitation of a' minimum Vageor the
connection of low wages with vice
being an insult, and invariably they
smiled.

You cannot Insult agood woman
by telling .her that sorttewonien not
as well able' to deny themselves, or
to fight temptation, yielded to it
when ttieysarere not able to earn suf-

ficient to llVe upon. The good woman
acknowledges that this-i- s a fact. And
the women who did yield, because of
economic conditions will be even

more willing to acknowledge that a
fact cannot be an, insult.

The only people who are willing
to bite into that worm-eate- n chest-- ,
nut are the.wealthy, who want-t- o still
whatever small twinges of feeling
they may have, and it is this class
that the "Frfty Years Ago" page ap-
peals to. '

That the people are .willing to give
support to the O'Hara welfare com-
mission and enable it to continue its
agitation against low wages is proof
that the "agitation is a good thing,-bu-t

it is proof of more thaa that It
is proof that the 'Fifty Years Ago"
legislators in Springfield, not in sym- -
pathy with the movement and who
fought to defeat a minimum wage or
an appropriation fo continue the agi-
tation, cannot kill what the people
desire, even though the legislators
are the lawmakers.

The I.-- 0. editorial states further
that if an $8 minimum wage were de-

clared a lot of women would be forc-
ed out of work because employers
would not hire workers on whom
they could not make a profit

Yet every shopkeeper or sweatshop
employer before the O'Hara welfare
commission was forced to acknowl-
edge that they could pay an $8 mini-
mum wage and still make a decent
profit, but the point these owners of
human slaves wanted to make clear
was that while they could do it they
didn't intend to do it.

The cry for a minimum wage is
not,' as the "Fifty Years Ago" page
states, a proof-o- f industrial incapac-
ity. It is merely a proof of industrial
slavery.

Organized trades do not need the
establishment, of a minimum wage.
They get what wage they decide they
are worth by the strength o then--

numbers.
The painters are getting 65 cents

an hour because they .are organized,
not because they, are better painters
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