
A DECIDED CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION'S
HANDLING OF PARDON CASES IS.SHOWN

BY GILSON GARDNER
Washington, Oct. 2. A striking

contrast between this and the former
administration's handling of pardon
cases is seen in the recent action of
President Wilson in the Houston and
Bullock cases.

It will be remembered that it was
the common practice under the Taft
administration for rich men convict-
ed of crimes to escape' punishment.
This happened usually with the as-
sistance of Attorney-Gener- al Wick-sham- 's

office. The cases of the
Standard Oil officials indicted in
Texas will be remembered. Also the
Heike and Gerbracht cases, in which
thesesugar trust magnates escaped
punishment after conviction. Then
there was the case of Charles M.
Hyde, a millionaire
agent of South Dakota, and the very
well-kno- case of Banker Morse.

But the Wilson administration
seems to operate differently. The
president has just refused a pardon
to Charles A. Houston and John H.
Bullock. These two men and one
other, D. H. Jarvis, who represented
respectively the Pacific Coast Coal
Company, the John J. Sesnon Com-
pany &nd the Northwest Commercial
Company, by means of collusive bids
and a conspiracy to defraud the gov-

ernment, sold coal to government
army and other stations in Alaska,
particularly at Nome, Alaska, at '$27
a ton,-- when the same grade of coal
was selling in the open markets at
Nome for $16 a ton.

The record in the case shows the
most direct evidence of the guilt of
these men. The case is now on ap-

peal and. is still undecided. Notwith-
standing this fact, and the further
fact that the rules pf the Department
of Justice forbid the consideration, of
an application for pardon during the
pendencey of a case, such, applica-
tions were made in behalf of Houston

and Bullock, the Department of
Justice passed on them and powerful
influences were brought to bear on
the administration to have these men
pardoned.

The men represented themselves
to be poor men who could not afford
to perfect their appeal in court. As
a matter of fact, the appealedvCase
has already been practically perfect-
ed and there is no further expense to
be incurred. Not only that, but the
powerful influences behind these
swindlers would furnish all the
money necessary if more should be
required. As a matter of fact the evi-
dence in the case shows that these
companies defrauded the government
of many millions of dollars in the past
ten, years. There is a civil suit
against these companies now pend-
ing for $100,000 for this particular
Nome transaction on which the men
were convicted.

Notwithstanding these factsj these
men have been able to enlist the aid
of powerful politicians of the Western
states and even secured the endorse-
ment of Senator Jones of Washing-
ton and Senator Works of California.
Senator Poindexter and other sena-
tors, however, refused aid, knowing
the facts in the case.

An example of the kind of tactics
pursued in this appeal was the
method of making this report. There
is conclusive evidence that Houston
himself assisted in making the re-
port on his own case in the office of
the pardon attorney of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

When the case went up to presi-
dent Wilson, howev.er, he secured the .

facts from independent sources and
has just denied the application for
pardon.
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