
munity, keeping her mouth shut and
her eyes and ears open, learns many
things about her neighbors. Thus she
can readily surprise simple peasant
clients with details of their life and
affairs that they believed to be utter
secrets, and a glib tongue to explain
away failures soon establish her in
her role.

Russia is a fertile field fpr the
witch and the wizard.

The znakhar is ofjten quite an un-
remarkable person to gaze upon, but
the shaman dresses the part. A sha-
man is generally not a pure Russian.
He is one of the numerous semi-Mong- ol

tribesmen who have wandered
westward.

The shaman is a noisy wizard. His
specialty is "casting out evil spirits"
and a big rumpus he makes over it
A severe attack of hiccoughs is re-
garded by peasantry as evidence of
evil spirits, and it Is always a' case "for
this strenuous sorcerer.

The shaman wears a smocks to
which are sewn innumerable pieces
of iron the size and shape of a knife
blade. When called he seats himself,
cross-legge- d, near the person to be
exorcised and sings a doleful ditty,
accompanying himself on the tam-
bourine. In the midst of this pro-
ceeding he drops his instrument,
springs up and begins to leap and
hop and fling his body about, roar-
ing, screaming and making hideous
distortions of face and body.

This is 'termfnated by plunging a
knife into his breast but it is only
one of those cunningly contrived
daggers, the blade of which slides up
the hilt on a spring. After withdraw-
ing the knife and proudly waving it
before the eyes of his marveling au-
dience, he announces that the evil
spirit will capitulate if he the sha-
man be presented with a fine mare,
a cow or many sacks of grain!

o o
PLEASE EXCUSE JASE

Teachers who require written ex
cuses uuuiuess iiulu jjcueuis ux i

pupils sometimes receive amusing 1

Zjet

notes. Here is a sample of some reA. ,

ceived by a San Diego teacher:
"Mister Sir My Jason "had to be

late today. It is his business to milk
the cow. She kicked Jase in the back
today when he wasn't looking or
thinking of her actin. Se he thot his
back was braked, but It ain't, it is
black and blew and the pane kept
him late. This is the fourth time
she kicked Jase, but shcnever kicked
him late before. So please excuse
him."

o o
DIARY OF FATHER TIME

The history of early experiments
in aerial navigation is interesting at
this time in view of the numerous re-

cent trials of aeronauts in various
countries, many of which have ended
fatally. One man trying to solve the
problem of aerial navigation was kill-

ed in San Diego recently, anojther onN.
the same day in Germany and anoth-
er on. the following day in Switzer-
land.' A few days later fifteen men
were lost when the German marine
balloon LI was destroyed in a hur-
ricane.

Few problems of invention have
engaged more students and experi-
menters than those of aerial naviga-
tion. At the time of the first balloon
ascension in 1783 interest in the pos-

sibility of flying was active, and wide-
spread especially among the scien-
tific mechanicians of Europe.

The first flight was made near Ly-

ons, France, on June 5, 1783, when a
ball 110 feet in circumference, con-

taining 22,000 feet of vapor, was sent
aloft. The effect on the inhabitants
of various villages over-whic- h it pass--e- d

was varied. Many thought it had
come from another world and fled.
Others thought it a monstrous bird.
When it dropped "to earth a small
crowd approached it, gradually, for
an hour, in deadly fear until one
brave spirit shot the quivering mon--
ster and it shriveled up. The natives
then tied it 'to a. horse's tail and he
galloped across the country tearing
it to shreds. "
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