
come to an understanding about the
poundage in the past.

McFarland and Britton have met
twice previously. One bout was in
Memphis in 1911, and the decision
was a draw, though McFarland had
a shade the advantage. The second
go was pulled off at Madison Square
Garden in New York several months
ago, and McFarland was the victor
on points.

There is 'bitter rivalry between the
two Irishmen, one coming from Chi-

cago's North Side and the other from
the stockyards district. Britton has
been away from Chicago fdr some
time, but still is loyal to the district
over the river.

On the form they have exhibited in
their battles against each other, and
also against other men of the Iight-weig- th

division, McFarland is the bet-

ter of the two men and should again
defeat Britton. His recent feat of
decisively whipping Harlem Tommy
Murphy in ten rounds puts him in the
forefront of the lightweight class.

There will be the usual war of
words, of course, preceding the meet-
ing, but McFarland should turn loose
the best oratory with his mitts.

While the proposition of Gustavus
T. Kirby, president of the. A. A. U.,
that under certain conditions ama-
teurs and professionals shall be al-

lowed to compete against each other,
will not be adopted at the present
time, it shows that at ieast one offi-

cial in the governing body of athletes
is responsive to public clamor.

As was to be expected, Secretary
James E. Sullivanand other officials
of the A. A. U. are horror stricken
as Kirby's proposal, and treat it as an
assault on the amateurs that would
eventuallyresult in death of athletics.

More Weight would be given to
Kirby's plans if some other man was
making them. Gus, however, is
strong for the limelight, and there, is
a feeling that his present talk is
merely an effort to hog some of the
limelight, which has so long been
turned solely on Sullivan. Kirby hurt I

himself considerably after the Olym-
pic games in London when he turned
loose a bunch of Fourth of July ora-

tions of the raw deals handed Amer-
ican athletes in England. He was
making a spread-eagl- e speech nearly
every day, and kept himself in the
papers for considerable time.

'But he certainly has the germ of"
a bright idea in this instance, and it
looks better because of the violent
opposition of Sullivan.

An amateur could surely compete
against a professional and still not
sully his own amateur purity, if such
a thing exists. At present the ama-
teur rules are farcical, and only tend
to promote cheating and dishonesty
among the athletes, who cover up
their slight infraction of the rules by
using false names.

A college ballplayer may be work-
ing his way through college. He goes
out in the summer time and plays
with some hotel or resort team for
his board and $50 or $75 a month.
Or he may play merely for the love
of the game. And on the team may
be a man who at some time in his
life has committed the heinous crime
of receiving- - money for his prowess
with the bat. In either case the col-

lege man automatically becomes a
professional, though he may have no
intention of following baseball as a
liveliho'od. j

Just such a technicality made a
professional of Jim Thorpe, and forc-
ed him to return the trophies which
his wonderful ability had earned him
in Stockholm. On the face of it to
call a man a professional for the rea-

sons named is ridiculous.
No great harm would be done if

some runners in the amateur ranks
were allowed to pit themselves ,

against professionals now and then.,,
It would result in increased competi- -

f
tion, and would elevate the class of'j
athletes. It is well understood that ,
when a man is hard pushed he does
better work. He may have a latent t

spark of energy, which comes out
only if he is forced to the limit, and


