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NIXOLA GREELEY - SMITH DISCUSSES THE
EXTRAORDINARY PLAY, "THE GUILTY MAN"

BY NIXOLA GREELEY-SMIT- H

(Copyright, 1913, by the Newspaper
, Enterprise Association.)

On the afternoon of November 21
the most extraordinary play ever of-

fered to the American public will be
produced at the Lyric theater in New
York, with Tyrone Power and Emily
Stevens in the leading roles.

The play is a dramatic version of
Francois Coppee's novel, "The Guilty
Man," adapted to the special pur-
poses of a crusade which the Socio-
logical Fund of The Medical Review
of Reviews has undertaken to for-

ward.
This crusade has two objects: The

first, the introduction of a bill in the
senate and assembly of the state of
New York which s'hall authorize an
unmarried mother of "previous
chaste character" to fix by judicial
action the paternity of her child and
by so doing confer upon it all the
rights and privileges of legitimacy,
including the name of the father and
the right to support by him; the sec-

ond undertakes to establish what
Frederick H. Robinson, president of
the association which will produce
the play, describes as "the right of
the mother to choose whether or not
and when she shall give birth to her
child" and carries with it the legali-
zation of prenatal infanticide, nqw
classed as a "criminal operation." In
other words, it seeks to constitute
the members of the medical profes-
sion a privileged class, with the pow-

er of life and death over the nation.
The extraordinary propaganda

which the Sociological Fund of The
"Medical Review of Reviews has

has no part in the novel of
"The 'Guilty Man." In the story, as

'Coppee wrote it, the girl does not
expect the man to marry her, and
there is never a thought in her mind
of prenatal infantic'de. She accepts
the fact that she is to become a moth-
er without protest, while in the play
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she is made to plead with a physician
to destroy her child.

"The Guilty Man" tells the story
of Christian Lescuyer, who, from mo-

tives of abandons a
young woman who is soon to become
the mother of his child. Later the
mother dies, and the child, after a
term in the reform school, grows into
a manhood of vagrancy which hovers
on the borderland of crime.

Twenty-thre-e years after the part-
ing between his father and mother
this boy, Christian Forgeat, is arrest-
ed in Paris, charged with the murder
of a pawnbroker.

The father meantime has become
prosecuting attorney in Paris and is
confronted by the frightful duty of
prosecuting for murder his own son
whom circumstances have led him to
recognize. Instead, he makes a plea
for mercy for his child, denounces
himself as the "guilty man," takes off
his robes of office, lays his cap upon
them and with bowed head and fal-
tering steps leaves the courtroom
forever.

The special committee which will
produce "The Guilty Man" has Nor-
man Hapgood, editor of Harper's
Weekly, for its chairman, and in-

cludes in its membership Mrs. 0. H.
Belmont, Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Gil-ma- n,

Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt, Sr., and
many other well-kno- persons who
are interested in sociological reform.

The committer includes but two
women, Mrs. Belmont and Mrs. Gil-ma-n,

who are identified with the
feminist movement. There is a large
group of radical women in New York
who view the propaganda of "The
Guilty Man" with extreme disfavor.

They say that they regard man's
part in reproduction as a biological
incident; that IN THE DRAMA 0F
RACE PRODUCTION HE OCCUPIES
THE POSITION of the "super" who


