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FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT BUREAU
ADVOCATED BY SECY WILSON

Seattle, Wash., Nov. 13. The es-

tablishment of a federal employment
bureau which would with
the postoffice and dispense labor in-

formation as the weather" bureau
dispenses weather forecasts was ad-

vocated by Secretary of Labor Wil-
liam B. Wilson in an address deliv-
ered before the American Federation
of Labor convention. He also sug-
gested the publication of the earning
capacity of employers against whom
walkouts are threatened, as a means
of avoiding strikes.

"Hitherto, when there have been
strikes," he said, "it has been the
custom to publish the wages, hours
and working conditions of the work-
men. We now intend to make public
the earning capacity of the employ-
ers.

"In the case of the Calumet, Mich.,
copper strikers, we sent one man to
confer with the strikers and com-
panies and another to investigate the
profits of the companies. The Calu-
met and Hecla company was organ-
ized in 1870 and was capitalized at
$2,500,000 although the actual in-

vestment was only half of that.
"Thus far the company has declar-

ed $121,000,000 dividends and has
made reinvestments totaling

besides paying expenses and
the enormous salaries of officers.

"Yet this company refused to meet
the employes or accept the mediation
of the department of labor. They
told us that the property was theirs
and that they could use it as they
saw fit.

"The time is past, though, when
might makes right Property is held
by law. Society makes the laws of
ownership for the purpose of pre-
serving the welfare of society, not of
the individual. Whenever an individ-
ual or a company uses its property
in a manner to injure the commun-
ity, it will force society to modify
the laws."
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Bishop John P. Carroll of the Cath-
olic diocese of Helena, Mont., dele-
gate of the American Federation of
Catholic Societies, declared the
church had always been the friend of
labor and welcomed, unionism in the
work of actual reform.

Rev. Sidney Strong of Seattle,
delegate of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ, who claimed
to represent 15,000,000 members of
the Protestant churches, apologized
for the backwardness of the church
in recognizing the justice of the de-

mands of trade unionism.
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"And so, after inviting your friends
to a game dinner, you were not serv-
ed with any part of the bird?"

"Oh, yes, I got the bill."

WEATHERFORECAST
Fair and colder tonight and Friday;

lowest temperature tonight about 32
degrees; moderate northwesterly
winds. Temperature Wednesday-High- est,

64; lowest, 46.


