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A TIP THAT LED TO A FORTUNE
' FOOLED THE ASTOR ESTATE

By Norman.
New York, In the fall of

1905 a man with money to Invest got
a tip from a friend who was watch-
ing the growth of New York with a
keen eye.

"Want to know how to make a
I6t of money," asked the friend. "Get
a lease on that old building on the
east side of Broadway, just north of
42d street Open a' swell restaurant.
You can get a fellow from Burns' or
Jack's or one of those places to run
it, and you'll have a gold mine, mark
my word."

The capitalist was dubious. "Not
many people north of. 42d street in
the evening," he said. But, after
thinking it over, he decided it was
worth trying.

So he went to the Astor estate,
which owns the site.. Now, the Astor
estate has some ways of its own
when it leases property. It always
wants to know what the tenant is
going to do, and if it thinks he can't
make any money in that business at
thatf place, it courteously tells him
so, and begs to be excused from
granting a lease.

The Astor estate refused to grant
a lease for its property at 42d street
and Broadway, for a restaurant. "It
wouldn't do enough business. Too
far north. Sorry but they couldn't
believe it would p&y."

So then the capitalist gave it up.
A year later the man who had

given the tip met Tom Shanley, who,
with his brother Mike, had been run-
ning a prosperous, though not

restaurant down on 6th ave-
nue.

"I'm taking a big chance," said
Tom. "I may lose a lot of money,
but I hope I've got a winner. I'm
going" to open a restaurant in that old
building on Broadway near 42d
street "

"Why," replied the other, "I
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thought the Astors wouldn't let any-
body have that place for a restau-
rant."

"Believe me," said Shanley, "I had
a hard time persuading them. But
I've got it"

Today Tom and Mike Shanley are
millionaires. The restaurant that the
Astor wiseacres feared was "too far
north" made them a fortune. When
the building was torn down, they
opened a new and more palatial place"
across the street, at Broadway and
43d. And the glare of the white lights
is brighter north of them than it is
south.
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ANOTHER FILLER

Some people are having a lot of
fun at the expense of the Department
of Agriculture since, in a department
bulletin issued recently, it was an-

nounced that popcorn would make
a good breakfast food. In the bulletin
it was also stated that from $1.50

worth of corn $30 worth of popcorn
could be made.

Now, if it should come to a show-
down between popcorn and frizzled
wheat, pounded oats or cannonized
rye give us popcorn. We will know
what we are eating and can make it
ourselves while the coffee is cooking.
Milk or cream is not needed on pop-

corn and a small piece of
pound butter and a pinch of salt
make it very tasty. As to whether
it is a favored form in which corn
may be consumed one need but ob-

serve the numerous perambulating
popcorn wagons that dot the business
and residential streets of the cities,
sending forth their enticing aroma
and surrounded by men and boys,
deftly juggling the flaky kernels from
bag to mouth.

Hats off to the popcorn man then.
Two birds has he killed with one
stone. Through him we have found
a way to reduce the cost of break-
fast and a food the origin of which
we are not in doubt
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