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"Political equality is all very well.
Women want it and they will get it.
But we have gone much farther than
just to the road that leads to 'Votes
for Women.' In the last few years a
great 'Woman's Revolution' has
blown up out of nowhere and is con-

vulsing the whole world. And the
heart and soul and mind, of it is not
merely the demand for suffrage. It is
the demand for emotional equality; it
is woman's recognition of her need
and her right to express the mating
instinct .with the same honesty as a
man in other words, her right to
propose marriage!"

Miss Maria Thompson Daviess,
who made the remark I have just
quoted, is a plump and pleasing blue-eye- d

young woman from Tennessee."
She is widely known as the author of
"The Melting of Molly" and "Andrew
the Glad," both charming love stories
which give no hint of the fiery femin-
ism which rings from every page of
'"he Tinder-Box- ," her latest novel
just published in New York. Of
course, "The Tinder-Box- " is a love
story, too, but its central theme is a
crusade which a beautiful and charm-
ing Southern woman undertakes in
the moss-grow- n town of her nativity
to assert woman's right to propose
marriage! And as the last page finds
her heroine in the arms of her chosen
hero Miss Daviess regards the case
for the feminine proposal as proved.

"All love is a gas," said Miss Da-

viess to me, "and it makes- - no dif-

ference whether the man or the wo-

man ladles it out. I claim for wo-

men the right to express their emo-

tions as frankly as men do. The bar-

baric and senseless old convention
that denies women the right of selec-

tion for which God has given her the
superior instinct must be broken
down. Woman must stop her idiotic

crawfish policy of courtship. She
must not retreat from the supreme
emotion which calls to her. When
she feels the mating instinct move
her towards a man she should con-
siderit a sacred obligation to express
her preference to him with the same
honesty he would show towards her
in a similar case."

"But don't you know that lots of
women could never bring themselves
to propose marriage to men even if
society gave them the right to offer
themselves?" I said. "In the first
place, they would not feel like ask-
ing men to support them. And then,
of course, if a man should turn a wo-
man's proposal down, she would be
horribly ashamed."

"But why shonld she be asham-
ed?" retorted the Joan of Arc of
"emotional equality.2' Why should
Anyone be ashamed of expressing an
honest preference? Why should she
not care for a man all the more if he
declined her proposal in the same
frank spirit which prompted her to
make it? Why, if .1 had ever pro-
posed to a man I'd simply love,him all
the more fprturning me down if he
didn't care for me! It is absolutely
wrong for women to go around with
a longing miserable

attitude toward life. As for
what you say about asking a man to
support her, no woman should de
mand that under any circumstances!
She should be capable of supporting
herself, and her pride should keep her
from offering her love till she can do
it, without putting herself in the posi-

tion of a mendicant. This would still
save enough 'Clinging Vines' for the
men who want them. A true vine
would never be able to hustle enough
dollars to get out of the mendicant
class and qualify for emotional equal-
ity!"

"But surely you must admit," I be-

gan, for I was determined to make a.
last desperate stand for the.convea--
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