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THE STORY OF THE GREAT PANAMA CANAL
BY THE MAN WHO BUILT IT!

(Editor's Note. This ,is the Second Part of Colonel Goethals own
story of the Panama Canal, which he built, and it tells of the wonderful work
of preparation and of the great obstacles that were to be overcome. Two
years were spent in the work of preparation alone, in building a plant and
getting together the force and the machinery. And now, for the first time,
the real story of those disastrous SLIDES and BREAKS is told, those tre-
mendous upheavals of nature which increased the burden placed upon the
shoulders of the great directing genius, but which never caused him to
waver from his purpose to finish the work in the time that was set foe him
to finish it. There has .been no greater exhibition of endurance and sheer1
nerve in the history of the world than this calm, able man has given, fight-
ing the forces of nature, directing his tremendous army of more than fifty
thousand souls and pushing through every obstacle to great achievement.)

PART II.
BY COL. GEORGE WASHINGTON GOETHALS.

(Copyright, 1913, by the Newspaper Enterprise Association in the United
States, Great Britain, France and Germany.)

The first two and a half years of
American control on the canal zone
were given to preparation. All ener-
gies were devoted during that time to
rid the isthmus of disease by sanita-
tion, to recruiting and organizing a
working force, and providing for it
suitable houses, hotels, messes, kit-
chens, and an adequate food supply;
to assembling the plant to do the
work; to increasing the capacity of
the existing railway system, and to
establishing a system of"civil govern-
ment for the canal zone, which is a
strip of land 10 miles wide, five miles
on either side of the center of the
canal, extending across the isthmus.

The work of sanitation" included
clearing lands, draining and filling
pools and swamps for the extermina-
tion of the mosquito, the establish-
ment of hospitals for the care of the
sick and injured, and the quarantine.
In addition, to secure and maintain
better health conditions, municipal
improvements were undertaken in
the cities of Colon and Panama and
the various settlements along the line
of the canal, such as the construction
of reservoirs, with mains and ad-

juncts, for furnishing wholesome and
Sufficient water, sewerage, pave-
ments and a system- - of roads.
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Buildings to the number of 2,000
were constructed, including office
buildings, hospitals, hotels, messes,
kitchens, shops, storehouses and liv-

ing quarters. In addition to this,
1,536 buildings out of a total of 2,200
buildings turned over by the French
were remodelled and repaired for use.

Recruiting agencies were estab-
lished in the United Bta'tes, Europe
and the West Indies.

The Commissary Department pf
the Panama Railroad Company was
enlarged Until it became a great de-
partment store, supplying to the em-
ployes whatever was necessary for

'their comfort and convenience.
Manufacturing; cold storage and
laundry plants were established and
turned out each day about 90 tons of
ice, 14,000 loaves of bread, 2,400
rolls, 250 gallons of ice cream, 1,000
pounds of roasted coffee and 7,500
pieces of laundry. .

Four to five refrigerator cars, load-
ed with meats, vegetables and such
fruits as could be obtained, were sent"
out on the night freight to distant
points, and every morning a supply
train of about 16 cars, of which num-
ber six to eight were refrigerator
cars, left Cristobal at 4:30 to distrib
ute food-stuf- fs and laundry to the
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