
CRACE LE GENDRE SAYS NEW YORK WOMEN
ARE HITTING UP THE BOOZE

BY ALICE ROHE
Staff Correspondent of the United

Press.
Neyv York, Dec. 5. "The lure of

,New York beckons a girl to ruin and
the lights of the Great White Way
only dazzle and blind her. My advice
to the thousands of girls the country
over, who. are anxious to come to
New York and shape a career is
'Stay at home.' "

Seated in the Tombs prison today,
Miss Grace Le Gendre, good-lookin- g,

intelligent, educated, accepting "her
own fate stoically, sounded a warn-
ing to the young girls of the country
who dream of a business or profes-
sional career in New York. Miss Le
Gendre is awaiting the action of the
grand jury on the charge of robbing
the Hotel Gregorian, where she was
cashier, of $2,000.

"The danger of city life does not
lie solely in the pitfalls,
which have given modern plays and
novels their plots," she said, as she
calmly analyzed her own missteps.
"Columns have been written about
white slavery, but there are more in-

sidious traps and temptations await-
ing girls In the big cities and they
are not marked with the danger sig-

nal, like white slavery. I would not
have been in prison had it not been
for drink had I not been afraid of
the taunts of my friends-ph- ad I not
sought to be a 'good fellow.'

"I blame no one but myself, how-
ever myself and this spell which
New York casts over all pleasure-seekin- g

girls'.
"Girls may chafe at the lack of

entertainment in small towns, but if
they knew the price one pays for
pleasures of New York life they
would cling to home as a child to its
mother."

MissLe Gendre, who came to New
York from a small New England vil-

lage, offers an unusual aspect of the
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drink victim. She
pleads no man as the cause of her
downfall. A lack of moral respon-
sibility evidenced in her desire to
steal is the one criminal aspect in
her life.

"I have been in New York several
years," she said, "and I know that
New York women are rapidly becom-
ing enslaved by drink. Why, in Wash-- "
mgton and Boston, in western cities
where I have visited I have never
seen women drink as they do here.
Instead of afternoon tea a
provincial habit, it is afternoon cock-
tails and highballs for women on
Broadway and Fifth avenue. Just
look in any New York cafe any after-
noon or night and see the women
of all ages drinking. It is the result
of strain put upon women by the
mad struggle for new sensations and
new thrills. The life gives a girl a
kink in her moral sense that does
not get straightened out in time to
save her from disaster.

"Of all the spots in the, world, New
York is the loneliest for the girl who
tries to go straight. It is that lone-ljne- ss

that works the harm. It be-

comes unbearable. The false pleas-
ures,, thefalse viewpoint rising with
the bubbles in a wine glass then do
their work. I know. I'm going to
have to pay. I do not regret that so
much, or I would at least feel par-
tially compensated, if my case could
be a warning to other girls. But I
doubt if it will."
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THE FLOOD IN TEXAS

Dallas, Tex., Dec. 5. Flood con-
ditions were improving in this section
today, the high water center shifting
to the south around Heme and Rich-
mond. Waco and San Antonio were
the greatest sufferers, the three days'
rain and flood having caused in those
two cities alone a half million dollars
damage. The death list early today
still totaled 24. '
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