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WAR WITH MEXICO! INTERVENTION WOULD
COST US THOUSANDS OF HUMAN LIVES

1 BY B. H. CAN FIELD
(Copyright, 1913, by the Newspaper Enterprise Association.)

There must be at least a partial
reason back of the belief that a Mexi-
can is a coward and will fight only
when cornered. True, there is
some. A Mexican Indian or half-bre- ed

does not think the same as
his northern neighbor. The wretch-
ed system of conscription in Mexico
produces for the federal army only
the worst of the population, of course.
Criminals are "sentenced" to the
army. They get food only when they
pillage. There Is little discipline.
Frequently they know little what they
are fighfmg about. They fight when
ordered and until they think they
have fought enough. Then they re-
tire.

The motive and the knowledge of
what it is about is not there. When
it is there, we see how easy it is for
rebels to beat the federal troops in-

variably!
Remember, those are the condi-

tions in civil war. But, in case of an
invasion, it would be entirely differ-
ent.. Then there would be the mo-
tive and the knowledge and the
hatred of their would-b- e conquerors.
All factions would realize very plainly
that the enemy was a foreign foe and
would unite.

Under those conditions, the com-paig- n,

if successful, as it probably
would be in the long run, .would be a
repetition, on a larger scare, of the
previous Mexican war. And in that
war Gen. Grant said that the Mexi-
cans, although poorly equipped and
unorganized, fought as bravely as
any troops ever did.

There would be two methods of
invading Mexico. The popular idea
is that a few thousand regular troops
may be sent and that they will easily
defeat the few roving bands of Mexi-

can regulars and the troops of the
other factions who might unite and
defy the invadei

it is quite probable tnat a small
army of say 30,000 men could sue- -
cessfully invade Mexico, maintaining
a line of communication to the bor-
der and carry on a campaign wherein
they could defeat all Mexican forces
sent against them. But that isn't the
point.

Invasion must be followed by oc-

cupation otherwise the initial cam-
paign will produce no results and will
merely be a long-draw- n out series of
small conflicts.

The military experts of the war de-

partment figure that about 600,000
men will have to be employed at the
opening of the campaign. This im-

mense army is necessary not only to
conquer, but to opcupy the country.

An army in the field shrinks very
rapidly. Therefore the experts want
an overwhelming force if they are to
be sure of success, because not half
of that original force will be left at
the end of the first six or eight
months!

It will cost $2,000,000 a day to
maintain this army during the first
six or eight months of the campaign
of conquest. That would be a short
campaign, but probably it could be
accomplished, at least that portion of
the Mexican population officially rec-
ognized as the army undoubtedly
would be completely defeated not
sooner than six months and not later
than eight months.

But there will be difficulties in rais-
ing so large an army. It is probable
that not more than half a million
men could be mobilized. Military ex-
perts figure that not less than 50 per
cent of an army newly organized dis-

appears during the first six months of
a campaign. This is called ''deterior-
ation" and means loss by wounds, ill-

ness and desertion. Disease takes a
greater toll than wounds or deaths in
battle.
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