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WAK W77 MEXICO!

IN THE CONCLUDING OF HIS THREE INFORMING AND AUTHORITA-
TIVE ARTICLES ON "THE COST OF WAR WITH MEXICO"
EDITOR CANFIELD DECLARES WOULD BE FAR CHEAPER
TO BUY OUT ALL AMERICAN INTERESTS THERE THAN TO
ENGAGE IN AWFUL GUERRILLA CONFLICT. AND HE ADDS, "IN
CASE OF WAR YOU'D HAVE TO DO THE FIGHTING NOT THE
MILLIONAIRES. HOW VALUABLE ARE YOUR INTERESTS
THERE?"

BY B. H. CANFIELD
(Copyright, 1913, by the Newspaper Enterprise Association.)

Without being able to estimate the
pension roll that would follow a war
with Mexico or the losses sustained
by the common folks of the United
States whose wage-earne- rs will have
to do the fighting and the "occupy-
ing" of Mexico, we can still pile up
quite a respectable figure of actual
cost which would be necessary at the
very outset of such a movement

We have assumed, in our consider-
ation of this question, that the initial
campaign would over in six or
eight months at a cost of about

a day. Then, as a minimum,
we would have to maintain an army
of occupation for six months which
would cost at least $100,000,000.
Therefore it will cost about 450,000,-00- 0

and 250,000 men, if we can get
through with the job in about a year's
time!

But we can't! We should have to
keep an army there longer than that.
Garrisons would have to be establish-
ed, lines of communication'kept open,
bandits subdued. It would cost $250,-000,0-

more for another year of oc-

cupation. And, if longer than that,
millions upon millions would have to
be added.

If it is a question of protecting the
property okAmerican corporations in
Mexico it would be far cheaper to pay
these corporations all they might ask
for their holdings and let it go at
that! This cost would be a drop in
the bucket compared to the cost of
occupation of the country. If it is
money that is involved, the cost of
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"protecting" the interests of our cap-
italists in Mexico is so great, that, as
a business venture, the cost would be
considered prohibitive.

If ft is a case of protecting the
Americans now in Mexico, whose
liyes may be endangered in the civil
strife in that country, how about the
250,000 men who will lose by inter-
vention and occupation?

THE COST TO MEXICO
Outside of all this cost estimated

and that beyond estimation we are
morally bound to consider the cost to
Mexico. The only possible plea for
invasion would be to "pacify" the
country to "restore order." If in-

tervention were welcomed by Mexico
by a fairly representative portion of

Its inhabitants or by a strong rebel
party in the field to whom the United
States could consistently grant the
rights of belligerents, there would be
a fair pretext. But all Mexican
parties, divided in everything else, are
opposed to intervention.

Therefore, under such circum-
stances, intervention would be in the
nature of bringing additional blood-
shed and financial loss to Mexico in
order to stop the loss now going on.
Invasion, to Mexico, would mean a
far greater loss of life and property
than can now be caused by her own
troops in the field and fighting each
other.

The cost of a year's war and a
year's "occupation" to Mexico and to
the Mexican people would be much
larger than two years more of the
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