
UNCLE SAM ROBBED RIGHT AND LEFT BY
UNSCRUPULOUS MANUFACTURERS

Congressman Tavenner of Illinois Wants Government
Plant at Rock Island Extended So As To Save

Millions Now Paid to a Ring of
Private Manufacturers S

GARDNER.
Washington, Dec. 22. The mo$t

significant thing about the annual re-

port of the Secretary of War Just
made public, is what It omits to say.
It is apparent from a comparison of
thi3 document with the, annual re-
port of Sec'y of the Navy Daniels,
published a week or so ago; that
there is a hopeless disagreement be-
tween the two military cabinet off-
icers on vital questions of public
policy.

If will be remembered that Sec'y
Daniels came boldly into the open
and charged that the department had
for years been subjected to-- a sys-

tematic mulcting at the hands of un-
scrupulous manufacturers of armor
plate, powder, gun castings and oth-
er necessary military supplies.

"The department is forced to buy
too large a quantity from the powder
trust at an exorbitant price," he said.
"It has been demonstrated that the
department can save money by mak-
ing its powder, guns and torpedoes.
It is not open to doubt that it can
save larger sums when it can make
its own armor plate and gun forg-ings- ."

And again: "HiBtory does not
warrant an assumption that the pa-
triotism of these companies would
prove superior to their desire for
profits."

And Sec'y Daniels went on to rec-
ommend the government ownership
and operation of its own armor plate
factory and other necessary plants
for furnishing the navy with its own h

supplies, to avoid the graft to which '

the department has always been sub-
jected.

kut Secretary! of War Lindley Mur-
ray Garrison does not even approach
the same subject in the document
just submitted to the president Not
In the remotest degree does he ven-
ture to suggest that the army is sub-
ject to the same form of graft as the
navy. He does discuss some startling
features regarding desertions from
the army, which, in spite of. finger-
print methods and the organized aid
of the police, continue to increase;
and he makes some revelations re-
garding private diseases which are
shocking to those not familiar with
army conditions, out of the graft In
contracts for supplies for the army
he mentions not a word. Yet the
army conditions are even worse, if
possible, than the navy.

For instance, tables and figures
prepared by Col. George Montgom-
ery, commandant of the Frankfort
government arsenal at Philadelphia,
show beyond dispute that a ring of
private manufacturers, as vicious as
any that ever preyed on the navy, is
outrageously overcharging the gov- -
Bruiueui iur munitions or war. Col.
Montgomery's figures show that the'
government could save between 20
and 50 per cent on army contracts
running into millions of dollars each
year, simply by increasing the ca-
pacity of the government arsenals
and itself manufacturing its war ma-
terials. Yet the Secretary of War
does not mention the subject in his
report.

Col. Montgomery shows-I- his rg--

Jj,,.IMiMittttilitfttMaMMIMiMi


