
THE NEW BOY RULER IN THE
DARK CONTINENT
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Emperor Si Jassu and Map of
Abyssinia.

The death of Menelik II of Abys-

sinia has brought a new king into the
list of rulers Emperor Si Jassu, a
mere boy, and nephew of Menelik,
who governed a large state in North-
east Africa a quarter of a century.

POORLY RECOMMENDED
In California "rehabilitating" Re-

publicans have started a great boom
for the well-kno- Samuel M. Short-ridg- e,

for the U. S. Senate because of
his "never-failin- g loyalty to his
friends in season and out of season."

''Loyalty to one's friends is a fine
quality. It is a loveable trait It
makes the world' better. It is Christ-
ian. It is progressive. But for "a man
ambitious to represent the nation, it
is about the worst recommendation
that could.be offered.

This nation has had about all the
U. S. senators who were loyal to their
friends in season and out that it can
stand. The "friends" have skinned
the folks. Indeed, the best public of-

ficials are usually those who have no
friends to be loyal to in season and
out, and the official who doesn't draw
a clear line between his friends and
public interests is always in trouble
and often in the wrong.

Who are the friends to whom this
big lawyer is going to be unfailingly
loyal? What do they want? These
are very pertinent and important
questions when any man is proposed
for public office whose chief recom-
mendation is that he is never-failin- g

in loyalty to a chosen few of his own.
There is nothing more precious

than a never-failin- g, loyal friend,
and nothing much scarcer.
Those friends thou hast and their

adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops

of steel."
This is fine sentiment, but we've

always thought old Polonious a bit
remiss in not advising the young
Laertes to the effect that, if he ever
got into office, to take a hammer and
knock off the hoops. The desires and
designs of a few of us are 'so rarely
what's best for all of us.

Guatemala is about as large as
Louisiana. The planters are the
most influential element and they sell
their products for gold and pay their
labor in depreciated currency.


