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WINTER SPORTING DOPE FROM EVERYWHERE

Ritchie Here, Starts Training for Feds, Sox and Cubs All Busy in Camp
Wolgast Battle. and Office.

Willie. Ritchie, with no alibis con-

cealed about his person, began work
this morning for his Milwaukee bout
with Ad Wolgast. The lightweight
champion arrived ,from San Fran-
cisco yesterday and immediately be-

gan explanations of the two fights he
narrowly escaped with Harlem Tom-m- y

Murphy.
According to champion, he would

have been licked by Murphy if rain
had not stopped their first bout. This,
he said, was because he had just had
an Operation performed on his nose
and was in the grip of a high fever.

The injury to his Achilles tendon
was a legitimate affair, the champ as-

serted, and he had an examination of
it made in the presence of the iIew
Yorker.

Having had everything there is go-

ing, Willie feels himself immune to all
diseases and promises he will go
through with the Wolgast match, and
will win, of course.

Itwill be remembered that Ritchie
won the championship from Wolgast
on a foul. There was question as to
whether Ritchie had the Cadillac man
outfought until the low punch. But
that doubt doesn't exist in the mind
of . the present crown wearer.

He says he had .Wolgast licked by
several city blocks and will repeat the
performance in more impressive style
this time. Nothing less than a knock-
out will suit the native son.

Ritchie's weight is around the 140-pou-

mark, and, under present
weather conditions, he will have to
put in some strenuous work to peel
off enough surplus to scale under the
133-pou- notch, which the articles
call for.

SURE'NOUGH
Life is a hurdle race bver the ifs

and buts.

President Gilmore of the Federal
League tore off a long lecture to his
managers yesterday, urging them to
keep their players orderly during the
playing season and avoid some of the
belligerent scenes that have brought
the .National League unpleasant no-
toriety in the past.

Incidentally, among those present
was George Stovall, whose spitting
propensity would cost him about $8
a day here; with the city ordinance
being rigidly enforced.

Eddie Sweeney, last year Frank
Chance's main strength behind the
bat, has pushed Evelyn Nesbit Thaw
'aside as an example of the 'eternal
question. Some folks think Eddie
has jumped to the Feds. Others
think he hasn't. And still others don't
think anything at all about it. Frank
Farrell,. owner of the Yanks, is not
numbered in the last division.

Larry Schlafly, manager of the
Buffalo Feds, had a conference with
Sweeney while here, and there were
hot reports that he had nailed the
big Oak Parker to a contract. Many
circumstances bolster up the rumor.

Several weeks ago Russell Ford,
former pitching staff of the Yanks,
leaped to the Feds, and urged his bat-
tery mate to accompany him in this
desperate act. Sweeney gave the
matter consideration, but arrived at
no decision.

These two athletes, besides work-
ing well together on the ball field, are
buddies in private life and trust the
judgment of each other. The argu-
ments of Ford are the bqst leverage
in the Fed locker to pry Sweeney
away from the Yanks.

One thing stands out prominently.
While the Yanks are down at their
Southern training camp preparing
for the summer campaign Sweeney


