
WILSON MESSAGE TO CONGRESS
ON PANAMA CANAL ACT

Washington, March 5. "Gentle-
men of the Congress: I have come to
you on an errand which can be very
briefly performed, but I beg that you
will not measure its importance by
the number of sentences in which I
state it. No communication I have
addressed' to the Congress carried
with it graver or more
implications to the interest of the
country, and I come now to speak up-
on a matter with regard to which I
am charged in a peculiar degree, by
the constitution itself, with personal
responsibility.

"I have come to ask for the repeal
of that provision of the Panama
Canal act of August 24, 1912, which
exempts vessels engaged in the coast-
wise trade of the United States from
payment of tolls, and to urge upon
you the justice, the wisdom and the
large policy of such a repeal with
the utmost earnestness of which I am
capable.

"In my own judgment very fully
considered and maturely formed, that
exemption constitutes a mistaken
economic policy from every point of
view, and is, moreover, in a plain con-
travention of the treaty with Great
Britain concerning the canal, con-
cluded on November 18, 1901. But I
have not come to you to urge my per-
sonal views. I have to come to state
to you a fact and a situation. What-
ever may be our own differences of
opinion concerning the much-debat-

measure, it meaning is not debated
outside the United States. Every-
where else the language of the treaty
is given but one interpretation, and
that interpretation precludes the ex-
emption I am asking you to repeal.
We consented to the treaty; its lan-
guage we accepted, if we did not
originate it; and we are too big, too
powerful, too a nation
to interpret with too. strained or re-
fined a reading the word's of our own
promises just because we have pow.er

enough to give us leave to read themj
as we please.

"The large thing to do is the only
thing we can afford to do, a volun- -.

tary withdrawal from a position ev- -i

erywhere questioned and misunder- -.

stood. We ought to reverse our action
without raising the question whether
we were right or wrong, and so oncei
more deserve our reputation for ity

and the redemption of every,
obligation without quibble or hesi-
tation. , i

"I ask this of you in support ofi
the foreign policy of the administra-
tion. I shall not know how to deal,
with other matters of even greater,
delicacy and nearer consequence if,
you do not grant it to me in ungrudg-- i
ing measure."

I

WILSON CAME NEAR BREAKING A
BREVITY RECORD

Washington, March 5. President-Wilson'- s

address, today came near
breaking a record for brevity. The
only shorter one was President Taft's
message convening the Sixty-fir- st

Congress the tariff session. On that
occasion the message totalled exactly
324 words. President Wilson's address
today .ran 417 words. The Taft mes- -t

sage was the shortest executive com- -i

munication in history. i
Roosevelt broke all records for ver- -;

bosity of messages. One of his com-- f
munications that relating to acqui-
sition of the Panama Canal ran 20,-- 1
000 words. t
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WOULD UNITE CLOTHERS t

The Tailors' Industrial Union Inter-
national, affiliated with the American i

Federation of Labor, will start a cam--j
paign to bring all workers in thef
clothing industry into one body at at
big meeting to be held at the Hull
House Smith's Hall, Halsted and'Polkr
streets, Sunday afternoon, March 8

The thirty girls in New York who;
resigned from the Helping Hand So-
ciety to stand by pastor who saidi
"damn" have spirit. t.


