
which' the Chicago company is a sub-
sidiary.
jThe scrap yesterday, opened "when

Dair Schuyler and State's Senator
Sam Ettelson appeared before the
commiltee as counsel for the Auto-mat- ic

to demand that immediate
action be taken.

Schuyler and Ettelson have been
very successful in handling the com-
mittee and were prepared for further
conquests yesterday. Aid. Merriam
took Schuyler in hand.

The charge" has been made that the
Automatic has forfeited its franchise
through failure to install 20,000 tele-
phones as required in the franchise.
Merriam pressed Schuyler on this
point.

"Will you say that tHe Automatic
now has 20,000 subscribers?" asked
Merriam.

"I think they have," answered
Schuyler. But he couldn't tell the
exact number.

' Bernard Sunny followed him. He
admitted several things that were
kept hidden before. He said .that "it
was very probable" the Automatic
would be discontinued if taken over
by the Bell Co. He also admittedlhaC
the $4,000,000 would be added to the
capitalization of the Chicago com-
pany. --

unny became very peeved when
it was charged that the Bell Com-
pany already controlled the Auto-
matic. He denied it. x

Horace B. Wild, a ftitizen, appeared
as a representative of a body of Au-
tomatic employes, and urged munici-
pal ownership of the Automatic.

"It would be a shame and' a sin
against the people," said Wild, "if this
Automatic is thrown on the, junk pile.
I h&ve just returned from Europe-ari- d

there lie automatic is replacing the
manual "equipment. The Automatic
Company is just being allowed to die.
They won't even send out. bills. 1 have
an Automatic and haven't had a bill
for several months."

' After more disoussion a motion, to
table the matter was introduced by

Aid. Block. Immediately the "tele-
phone ten" were on" their'feet to keep
the matter alive, and they won. The
hearings will be resumed tomorrow
morning.

The following aldermen fought for
the telephone trust:

Joseph Ryan, Prank J. Vavricek, S.
S. Walkowiak, JamesB. Bowler, Jas.
F. Burns, Jacob A. Hey, John Hader-lei- n,

Charles Twigg, Felix B. Janov-sk- y

and Martin J. Healy.
These men fought against the mer-

ger: Merriam, Block, Kearns, Beil-fus- s,

Bradshaw and Sitts.
"Unless the public express itse'lf

promptly' "and emphatically," said
Aid. Merriam at the close of the meet-
ing, "it will wake up to find the cap-
italization of the Chicago Telephone
Company increased by $4,000,000
and will find itself paying $280,000
more a year in telephone rates. And
this will be done without any investi-
gation to determine whether or not
the property transferred really is the
city's or to what use the property will
be put by the Chicago Telephone
Company. Most of it probably will
be thrown in the junk pile, but the
public will pay for it."
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