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SOCIAL WORKER OF THE COURT OF DOMESTIC
RELATIONS DEALS ON 'WHY MEN LEAVE HOME'

JANE WHITAKER
lot of songs and poems have been written about "Mother," but father

is eulogized. And a great many books and have dealt' with
"Why Girls Leave Home," "Why Wives Leave Home," but nobody-ha- s in-

quired "Why Men Leave Home."
Therefore, I approached Miss Carolyn Grimsby, who is a social worker1

the Court of Domestic Relations.jvhere ' "men who leave home" are
brought, and I asked

"Why do men leave home?" N

She looked very much surprised, then laughed.
"That a large subject, since there have been about 3;500

brought in during the year ending December, 1913, and,' even' after you
have enumerated the causes, there are psychological factors to" be" consid-
ered in each case which would fill a book, but if you want just the causes as,
we have discovered them, I will tell you," she said.

t might be to be the chief cause for failure to provide- - for a
and family, and Judge Uhlir has been interested to find in a sur-

prisingly large number of venereal disease has been back of the phy-
sical condition which produced the drink habit. -

"Then early marriages contribute largely to ' desertions. young
people are prepared to make homes and they tire of each other
quickly. In these, as m other cases,
if the husband sees someone more at-

tractive she meets someone who
will be nice to her and take her to
the theater, or in an automobile, it
means a cold fire on the hearth of

and eventually a desertion, or a
separation.

"Again the inability of a man to
adequately support his wife supplies
a large number of cases. The man
may struggle hard, he may desire
with his whole soul to keep his family
properly, but industrial conditions
and other conditions may make this
impossible. The two of them can-
not save fof'the proverbial rainy day.
If he is out of work, there isn't a

ahead. If he is sick, the
condition exists and they are poyer-tystricke-n.

"And, even with economical man-
agement, the man whose salary is

much. that of his rich
friend.
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small and: who cannot lay anything
by cannot live economically.' His
wife cannot buy in large quantities
and it is only by purchasing food this
way that a family can live eco-
nomically. You realize that there is
a saving in buying canned goods by
the dozen cans, flour by the barrel,
bacon by the piece, and a whole ham
rather than a slice of ham. But the
man who earns $10 or $15 a week
cannot do this.

"Then the curious psychological
factor enters in. The man, who has
grown first discouraged, grows hope-
less. He may struggle along for years,
ne may struggle along until the end
of it all, but there is a possibility that
some dark day, when the sky is heavy
arid the atmosphere is depressing, he
will suddenly decide that 'the game
isn't worth the candle, and a desert- -


