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CAREERS OF ROBERT BRUCE AND VILLA HAVE !

- POINTS OF SIMILARITY
BY HERBERT QUICK..

A rebel officer made an appoint-
ment with one of his countrymen for
the purpose of arranging' a joining
of their forces in the rebellion. The
meeting took place in a church. The

refused to join in
the rebellion, and the rebel officer
drew a knife, and under the high altar
of the church stabbed him to death.

It was done in a burst of anger.
The rebel officer, rushing from the
church, said to his attendants, "I be-

lieve I have killed him!" One of his
party exclaimed, "You think! I will
make sure of it!" Thereupon he
made sure of it.

Perhaps this reminds you of Mex-
ico, and the episode of the killing of
Belton, the Englishman, by Villa, or
by Villa's orders. But it relates to a
much more ancient incident. The
rebel chief was 'Robert Bruce, the
Villa of his day. The man "killed was
John Comyn, related to most of the
Scotch Cumminses and Cummingses.
The killing of the "Red" Comyn was
one of the deeds by which Robert
Bruce marked his climb to the throne
of Scotland.

The killing of Benton" by Villa re-
minds me of this old historic episode.
And they may be equally important in
history.

Robert Bruce fs. a great national
hero. He was the best fighter in Scot-
land. Villa is the best fighter in Mex-
ico. It may be said that Villa is a
bandit so Benton asserted when he
went to Villa's camp on the errand
from which he never returned.

But nobody can say that Bruce
was any better he laid waste with
fire and sword the homes and estates
of those Scotchmen with whom he
was at odds.

It may be said that Vjlla is a false
rascal, and cannot be trusted, but
Bruce made swore fealty to King Ed-
ward on the Holy Gospels, and then
made war on him. It may be, said

that Bruce was a patriot, and that
Villa is not; but on this point the
proof now in is the heavier in Villa's
balance. Bruce warred for the inde-
pendence of Scotland, not for the
benefit of the poor people of that
country, but that he might win a
throne and riches and power. The
people, of Scotland were as poor and
miserable under Bruce as they would
have been under Edward or the Red
Comyn.

Villa is warring, if we may take his
word and that of Carranza, his com-
mander, not for a throne, but to liber-
ate the people of Mexico and to give
the land of the country to the poor,
enslaved peons.

I do not believe that we shall make
war on Mexico, or that England will
expect us to do so, because of the
possibility, or even the probability,
that Villa murdered Benton. When

ithe Englishman went into Villa's
camp, it is hard to believe that he
meant to attack Villa. It looks pre-
posterous. But he took no witnesses,
so far as we know, and the evidence
will be made up by those who put
him out of the way.

It is certain that he went seeking a
quarrel or something like that. It is
probable that his death was the
chance result of a brawl between two
hof-head- and passionate men. It is
also probable that under the circum-
stances the blood of all parties will be
allowed to cool and that then a way
to settle it will be found. The punish-
ment of Villa is none of our business.
We have unpunished murders of our
own.
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"Did Jack impress you much?"
"No, it was the first time he had

called." N, Y. World,
o o

To polish a black marble clock rub
over; with, olive oil and finish with a
clean, chamois leathei
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