
lariy now and I want to ask you what we boys are going to do. After work-
ing al day we ought to have some fun, but we do not want to be brought
to the police station.

When we play we harm nobody and nobody harms us. Why do they
take and arrest us. There is no place to go, so what can we do? Please
publish answer in your paper and oblige, E. O'Connor,

""-"- - 912 South Western Avenue.
Of all the questions put up to all the newspapers of Chicago since I

have been here, it seems to me this
one is the hardest to answer, and yet
of the most importance.

I wish Mayor Harrison, Alderman
Merriam and other city officials
would give this boy's letter as serious
consideration as I have given it. I
have carried it around in my pocket
for two days, and have thought
harder on it than on any other sub-
ject I have thought about in years.

I wish Chief Gleason and every
thoughtful man in the police depart-
ment would think over this letter.
Men can understand it better than
women can, for every
man can think back to his boyhood
days, of the games he used to play
and the fun he used to have; and he
can sympathize with the yearning of
this working boy for fun and a place
to play.

In recent years we have been giv-
ing some thought to the playtime of
life. We have wisely spent mcfney
for parks, and for playgrounds for
children.

True, we haven't done enough of
it, but we have made a start. But
we have not given much thought to
a place for the working boy to play
at about the only time he has to play

after supper.
He can play in a park on Sunday,

but where can he play during the
week if policemen chase him when
he gets with his companions around
the neighborhod coriier?

And why should the policemen
chase him if he is doing no harm to
anybody?

I can't see why every policeman
shouldn't be the good friend and pro-
tector of all the boys on his beat

Some day, perhaps, we will find
better things for policemen to do

than carrying guns, clubs and billies
and arresting people.

The wise men and women on the
Chicago Vice Commission called pub-
lic attention to the temptations of
the poolroom, the saloon and other
resorts of men and boys yet they of-

fered nothing to take the place of
the poolroom.

All the time we the people had
millions of dollars invested in school
buildings that are open" a few hours
during the daytime and closed in the
evening, when they might be made
popular resorts for boys and girls, as
well as men and women.

I would like to see libraries in ev-

ery public schoolhouse--an-d play-
rooms, too. I would like to see our
public schools open, and lighted up
every evening, where boys and girls
could read, play games, dance and
Eave all the, harmless amusement

they wanted.
I'd like to see a gymnasium in ev-

ery school building, and a big swim-
ming pool as well a club for boys
and girls, the entire expense of main-
tenance being borne by the public.

I'd like to see all the vacant prop-
erty all over Chicago cleaned up and
turned into playgrounds not merely
for little children, but for boys and
girls especially the boys and girls
who work. The owners could well
afford to do this, for they are hold-
ing the land while the rest of us build
up the town and make that land more
valuable.

And then I'd like to have boys and,
girls who work get away from their
work early enough in the afternoon
so they could have some time for play
before supper.

If the owners wouldn't do tin;
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