
SAYS ALL KINDS OF BOYS NEED
GROUNDS TO PLAY ON
By Mrs. Leonora Meder,

Commissioner of Public Welfare.
There are not nearly enough play-

grounds for the boys and girls of Chi-
cago. They are necessary to the rich
boy as well as the poor boy. All boys
are hungry for play and I think the
city of Chicago should be dotted with
playgrounds and social centers where
everybody has the social spirit

The women's clubs and private or-
ganizations should help with this
work, though it is primarily muni-
cipal work.

If Chicago would provide more
playgrounds, if Chicago would take
better care of her children in .their
leisure hours, there would be less
boys in the Juvenile Court and in
the Boys' Court. It would certainly
diminish delinquency 'of boys and
girls.

More than that, boys and girls who
work should have some playground in
which to spend their lunch hours.
Sears-Roebu- have the right idea if
they permit the workers to use the
grounds.

Too much attention is paid to dec-
oration; too many signs are posted
"keep off the grass," What are a
few flower beds and a grass plot com-
pared to the happiness that could be
given to play-hung- ry children.

There are so many vacant lots that
could be fixed up for the children and
which remain, idle, and yet if children
venture to play on them "they are ar-
rested. '

I remember at one time I wrote to
a prominent woman asking that she
permit the children to. play on sonie
vacant ground she owned. She-re- -

fused them the privilege because she
said they ought do some damage.' "

We are constantly talking of re-

form schools fof incorrigible boys
and girls, when we should be taking
preventative measures that would
deter them from incorrigibility by
giving them a natural outlet for-thei- r

healthy spirits.

Not only the public schools should
be thrown open but the private
schools as well. As a municipality
we should give very serious attention
to this problem of supplying our chil-
dren with, places where they may en-
joy their hours of leisure, where they
may play a game of ball without
someone sending for the police lest a
window may be broken or the earth
tramped up.

Each year the increase in popula-
tion naturally makes life in a big city
more congested and one of the best
"city beautiful" plans I can think of
would be to dot the entire city with
playgrounds.

STRIKING AN AVERAGE
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"Let's each put in 25 cents, and buy
some sweets."

"I don't eat sweets. They make
me stouter. Xet's buy pickles."

"Oh, dear nd ! They make me thin-
ner."
, Whereupon they compromised on
5t) cents' worth of sweet pickles.
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' NOT READY TO DIE
Each poet to our great regret,

Is sulking in his lair;
We haven't Been a sonnet yet

To green or purple hair.
.,. PJkndjOreggaiaBa


