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wheels, cranks and rods. The next
'day he purchased a child's wagon and
went out to the edge of town with
Hex. He applied a gearing running
from the axle of the wagon to the
motor.

There was a whir as Melton touch-
ed a small lever and sure enough the
wagon jdid some clever running
stunts.

"It's a new principle," declared
Melton, "a combination of springs
and magnets. There's a certain re-
troactive effect which the magnets
control."

And the glib schemer wandered off
into a wilderness of scientific long-wind- ed

terms that bewildered plain
every-da- y Rex, while they influenced
and pleased him. He succeeded in
convincing Rex that built on a large
scale, the motor would do wonders,
got the thousand dollars' and disap-
peared.

Rex was full of his wonderful in-

vestment and naturally told his
friends about it. At the end of a
week, however, receiving no word
from Melton, he went to the city to
investigate. He found a vacant lot
at the address where Melton had told
him the plant was located that would
manufacture his motor. There was
no such bank as the one to which
Melton had referred. After a visit to
the police, Rex went back home sadly
convinced that he had been deftly
fleeced by a professional swindler.

Rex told nobody in town of his in-

tentions, but started out on his search
for his vanished business partner. He
spent three days in the, city seeking a
clew as to the antecedents and possi-
ble present residence of Melton. By
sheer accident he at length became
persuaded that the man he was look-
ing for was at a little city named Ma-
con, or somewhere near there.

It was with zest and eagerness that
Rex at length obtained a sure clew
as to the doings and direct where-
abouts of his enemy. It was with in-

tense satisfaction that he located him
at the hotel of a little town. He

1 learned that Melton had been there
posing as a wealthy promotor. Ac-

cording to what Rex learned, Melton
had become acquainted with the fam-
ily of Col. Everts, a wealthy retired
army officer, whom he .was interest-
ing in a new flying machine device.

A high hill with a muddy slough at
its base overlooked Prince Villa, the
stately home of the colonel. From
its summit, peering past some bushes,
Rex made out three figures strolling
along the lower path an old gentle-
man, a beautiful young lady and the
man who had swindled him out of his
savings.

Elegantly dressed, playing the
plausible man of means to the col-

onel and the attentive exquisite to his
fair daughter, Melton finally halted
and pointed up to the summit of the
hill, as though discussing that point
Then after a brief conversation with
the others he began its ascent

"Coming after something," rumi-
nated Rex. "I'll give.him a welcome!"

Rex noticed nearby what seemed
to be a small summer camp. There
was a tent, on its table a camera and
he surmised that Melton had probably
come after that. There was also a
barrel. As his glance fell upon this,
his eyes sparkled.

Melton, reaching the tent, was sud-

denly seized from behind and his
arms pinioned. Then Rex Worthy
confronted him. He did not speak
a word. He simply proceeded to ran-
sack his pockets. Melton was in
funds, it seemed. From his pocket-boo- k

Rex extracted the currency it
contained, nearly eight hundred dol-

lars.
"Now then, my friend," he ob-

served, "this much of the money you
stole from me you will never see
again. And I am going to give you
a free ride in my motor."

In a trice he had boundMelton's
feet and he was helpless. Nearby
stood an empty barrel. Into,its Rex
forced his captive. He rolled it to a
particularly slanting portion of the
hilL
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