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brief stating therein our side of the
controversy and why we believe the
city had a right to take over this
system and extend and operate it as
a municipal telephone industry. Our
brief was prepared by Attorney Wil-
liam A. Cunnea, whom we believe to
be the ablest lawyer, and at the same
time one who would honestly repre-
sent the people's interest. His serv-
ices in this connection were given
the Penny Phone League gratis and
the corporation counsel have with-
held the opinion which they received
from Attorney General McReynolds
from the Department of Justice at.
Washington. Under advice from our
counsel, we have withheld our brief
until the corporation counsel submits
to the committee on gas, oil and
electric light his opinion as to the
legality of the city seizing this prop-
erty.

It is also a fact that there was com-
piled a brief bythree law firms which
were addressed to the Illinois Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company, stat-
ing their opinion as to the legality of
the city seizing this telephone prop-
erty. The names of the law firms
were Schuyler & Ettelson, attorneys
for the Illinois Tunnel Co; Ely B.

of Felsenthal, Beckwith, Wil-
son and Spengler, and a law firm of
Louisville, Ky.

It may be interesting to the public
to know that Attorney John W. Beck-
with, at the present time assistant
corporation counsel and seriously be-
ing considered for the head of that
department, is no other than the John
W. Beckwith associated with Ely B.
Felsenthal, who drafts this brief and
expresses his opinion as a lawyer in
favor of the merger between the two
companies and against the people's
rights. A fine chance the telephone
users and citizens of Chicago have
got to get a square deal when the
attorneys and corporations and the
legal representatives of our city are
Interlocked in such close connections.

Let us, however, look at the bright

pounding away ever reinforcing the
voice of the people against this mer-
ger.

It was interesting to me to over-
hear a conversation between Mr.
Tracy, general manager of the Auto-
matic Telephone Co., and a business
agent of one of the local unions. The
business agent was requesting a
grant of an increase in wages for
his craft. Mr. Tracy asserted that; be-

fore the first of the year they would
sell out, which was only a few months
off, and of course then the Automatic
would become the property of the
Bell and no doubt it would be oper-
ated for two or three months, after
which time the Bell Company would
probably decide just what disposition
would be made of the equipment. In
other words, the officers of the Auto-
matic are absolutely confident that
our city council will grant this merger
and to this end, Schuyler & Ettelson,
attorneys for the Automatic Com-

pany, have been very busy since the
last meeting of the committee on
gas, oil and electric light, getting the
names and addresses of num-
ber of prominent citizensNvho have
interested themselves in the Penny
Phone League's objects and supply-
ing vacation money to all those who
could be, or may be in the future, of
assistance to them. Mr. Schuyler and
his organization are going to endeav-
or to bring every possible political
pressure to bear they can get, to en-

able them to bring about the permis-
sion of the city council for the grant-
ing of this merger. Mr. Tracy also
issued strict orders to every employe
in the Automatic telephone service
that if their name was found connect-
ed in any way with the Penny Phone
League, or if any one of them was
found to be interested in the fight to
retain his job, he would be immediate
ly dropped from the payroll of the
company. fenny rnone League,
Horace B. Wild, Secretary.
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