
THE MINISTER'S SECRET

By George Munson.
The Rev. JedWilliams sat in his

chair Inside the tiny-livin- g room of
the parsonage, his wife by his side,
and neither spoke for a long time. At
last the old man raised his head.

'Thy sins will find thee out!" he
murmured. "Well, Eliza, this means
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"It May Be," He Answered.

that we shall have to move out of
Elmer."

Eliza Williams pressed his hand, but
did not answer him. What was there
to say? Her husband had once killed
a man. Now everybody knew. It
meant the end of his ministry, and he
was too old to begin life anew.

They had been three years in El-
mer, and had come to love the place.
But, with the curiosity of small

towns, the parishioners had never
ceased to ply Mrs. Williams with ques-
tions. And because she apparently
wished to keep her affairs to herself,
they had become more inquisitive
still.

"If there's one thing people would
like more than another, Jed," she had
said only the preceding week, "it is
to pry into the secrets of people's
lives."

"I don't know, my dear," her hus-
band had answered. "Folks are more
or less the same everywhere a little
inquisitive, no doubt, but good at
heart. I am sure they are good. I
must believe that, as a minister, Liz-

zie," he added.
Jed Williams was fifty-fiv-e. Five

and thirty years before he had acci-
dentally killed a man. It was a fight;
Jed was and struck at
the taunt. His enemy fell and frac-
tured his skull upon the curb. Jed
was too months in prison; then he
was found guilty of a minor degree of
manslaughter and imprisoned for one
month longer.

When he came out he began to
study for the ministry. Because he
had killed a man, he resolved to de-

vote his life to saving men. He went
to a distant state, where he was un-
known, and obtained a pastorship
there. It was there he met and wooed
his first and only sweetheart. Before
he asked her to be his wife he told
her tthe story. And she, clinging to
him, vowed to let her love and trust
accompany them all their days to-

gether.
Two years later a man who had

known Williams in his own state
came to the town. The story became
public property. A majority of the
congregation of the- - First church
stood by him, but he resigned rather
than cause a split

Again he started life anew, and in
ten years was minister of one of the
largest churches in Chicago. And
again the story came'to light Again
Williams began in a country
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