
' ceipt of President Wilson's mediation
proposal, Secretary of State Bryan
announced todayy .

While he declined to make public
the contents of their replies it is un-

derstood that the acknowledgement
contained no indication regarding ac-

ceptance.
Washington. That Americans in

Germany are better off than those in
other parts of the war territory was
indicated in official dispatches to the
state department today.

Ambassador Gerard cabled from
Berlin and consuls in other parts of
Germany wired that Americans are
safe ond comfortable.

Representations demanding re-
lease of Mr. and Mrs. Archer M. Hunt-
ington, Americans, held as spies at
Nuremburg, Germany, have been
made by the state department directly
toBerlin and by Ambassador Herrick'
at Paris to Berlin by way of Rome, it
was officially announced today.

London. In the house of com-
mons this afternoon Premier Asquith
announced that Lord Kitchener, the
minister of war, has directed the
raising of a second volunteer army
of 100,000 men.

Alsace and Belgium monopolized
the attention of the world today. In
Belgium the lines are being rapidly
drawn for the greatest battle of
modern times.

Although the censorship is rigid, it
is known that a great British and
French army is mobolizing to aid the
Belgians to retain Namur. Mean-
while there is fighting along the en-
tire frontier of Lorraine and the
French are operating in force against
the Germans in Southern Alsace,
with so- - far uninterrupted success.

The announcement that the battle
fleet had sunk a German submarine
has definitely located the British
fleet

it must be somewhere off the Ger-
man naval base at Heligoland inas
much as the U-1-5, the submarine J

Tsunk, has a very limited steaming
area and was designed for coast de-

fense work exclusively.
Not a single word is permitted to

leak regarding the movements of the
British troops, but it is known that
many are now on the continent
Others are en route in transport
fleets escorted by the reserve war-

ships.
That they will be first heard from

when they clash with the Germans in
supporting the French and Belgians
is believed certain here.

The first big battle of the war is
expected to take place in the vicinity
of Namur in Belgium. It is there that
the British and French armies are
concentrating and it is there that the
major portion of the Belgian army is
held.

The announcement that the kaiser
had gone to Aix La Chappelle is not
accepted here to mean he will com-

mand in person the German army of
invasion.

Rome. Montenegro has violated
the new state of Albania and taken
the city of Scutari.

Advices received here today de-

clare that a force has recaptured the
city which was taken from Monte-
negro by the powers at the close of
the last Balkan war. Montenegrin
troops captured Scutari during that
conflict after terrific fighting.

London. The Brussels corre-
spondent of the Star wires that Ger-

man troops killed every inhabitant of
the village of Soiron in Belgium be-

cause three gardeners fired on a Ger-

man detachment
Shanghai. British warships are

reported to have established a block--
ade of Tsing-Ta- u harbor and to have
bottled up there most of the German
Chinese war fleet Other British
cruisers are reported In pursuit of
the remaining German fighting craf .

Brussels. Communication witt
Liege is still interrupted although it i:
admitted the city is now held by the
Germans. The forts are still intact
and held by the Belgians, according


