
HOYNE'SREPLY TO AN AMERICAN EDITORIAL-OTH- ER
PAPERS TURNED IT DOWN

State's Attorney Hoyne gave the
newspapers a statement on Thursday
in which he took a fall out of
Hearst's American because of an edi-
torial jumping on the tax system.
None of the trust papers printed the
statement Then he gave it to The
Day Book and The Day Book here
gives it to the public just as Mr.
Hoyne gave it out:

There was an editorial in an even-
ing paper of yesterday on the sub-
ject of "Sane, Just Taxation." It is
said that the present system of tax-
ation is "unfair, unworkable and it
is not applied," and that if the taxes
were literally and universally ap-
plied it would mean practical confis-
cation of income. It is urged that
laws ostensibly for the benefit of the
public should under no circumstances
be used as agents of oppression,
blackmail or personal punishment
It is said that the, present tax laws
might be used for the purpose of'
blackmailing prominent individuals,
and that they might be utilized by a
dishonest or hostile newspaper in the
punishment of a business or political
enemy. This matter is' said to be
very serious as it has been neglected
too long and should be neglected no
longer.

The Board of Review at the pres-
ent time is presided over by Roy O.
West, who has been the. dominating
genius of the board for many years.
This editorial contains in substance
the special pleas for privilege and
other defenses which he has uttered
publicly and at meetings of the Board
of Review during his incumbency of
that office. The editorial reads as
though it "was written by him, Julius
Rosenwald, some taxdodger or an im-
ported editorial writer who never
reacf the review laws of Illinois.

As a matter of fact, the present
system of taxation in Illinois has
been unfair only because it has never
been applied to the rich, but always

invoked against the poor and those of
moderate means. The law as applied
in the past has been the practical
confiscation of the income of small
property owners and those in receipt
of small incomes.

Up to the present time this system
of taxation has never resulted in the
confiscation of the property or in-

come of any wealthy corporation or
individual, but no complaint has been
publicly voiced against this system, at
least seriously, until the past year
when I began to initiate the enforce-
ment of these revenue laws against
all alike.

In seeking this enforcement my
first step has been to declare for the
enforcement and to carry out the
idea of collecting by suits, or other-
wise, the taxes against large delin-
quents and taxdodgers first There
are over forty thousand, delinquent
taxdodgers in Cook county. No suit
has yet been begun for delinquent
taxes under twenty dollars. The spe-

cial pleader for privilege who
penned this editorial would safeguard
prominent individuals from' black-
mail or punishment by business or
political enemies.

For twenty years past numerous
attorneys and politicians in Chicago
working in conjunction with the as-

sistance of the employes of the coun-
ty attorney have so used the same
revenue laws without newspaper
complaint The office of the courity
attorney has been the home of graft
and its record reeks with graft
Within the past ten days one of my
assistants who was seeking to col-

lect just taxes from delinquents re-

ceived a check to his order for one-ha- lf

the legal taxes, with another
check payable to his order for twenty--

five per cent of the taxes enclosed
in the letter, which in effect stated
that if he deducted half the amount
saved to the taxpayer he would be
only following the precedent and


