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WITNESSES TESTIFY THAT PERSON
SLATED TO BE VICTIM OF PLOT

Lincoln, III., Sept. 30. A leader of
union strikers on trial for his life be-

fore a jury of farmers; the secretary
of 35,000 organized" "railroad toilers
awaiting judgment from 12 tillers of
the soil this is the situation pre-

sented here in the trial of Carl Per-
son, the boyish labor leader and edi-
tor, whose plea to the charge of kill-

ing a strikebreaker is
There is considerable silent specu-

lation in the crowded courtroom over
the outcome of this fight for life and
liberty by the boy who sits earnestly
gazing at the 12 men who hold his
future in their hands for Carl Per-
son is but a boy in size and looks.

Great stress has been laid by the
defense pon the figure of Musser,
stalwart and bulky hammering the
slight editor until "the bone of his
skull was visible to a score of wit-

nesses." There are others who be-

lieve that the "vile epithets" heaped
upon Person by his assailant will also
carry weight with the jury.

Above all, in the heart of Person, is
the hope that these men these toil-

fender, Attorney Prank Comerford,
has been death upon the gallows or
unalterable vindication with
middle ground.

Deprivation of their freedom is
having a depressing effect upon the
jurors men of outdoors.
James Dunn, a giant figure of man,
is suffering from eye trouble, brought
on by electric lights that bum
brightly. complained the judge.
A deputy got a dozen shades. The
jurors now sit contentedly beneath
their green visors, resembling more a
battery bank clerks or bookkeep-
ers than panel sitting judgment
on one most important cases in
the labor world.

The Person defense yesterday es-

tablished many links in chain of
evidence when it brought witness
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after witness the stand who told of;
threats made by Musser against Per--

son previous to the lulling; or tne
plan of non-uni- workmen in the
Illinois Central shops to "get Person
out of the way," and others who told
of Person's fearful physical condi-
tion as a result of Musser"s attack on
him just before the shooting.

Helen McCann, telephone operator
on the 600 switchboard in Clinton,
took the stand and told the jury of
connecting 687, the number of Bry-

ant's saloon, with 736, Person's of-

fice number, shortly before the time
of the shooting on Dec. 30. The bar-
tender in the Bryant saloon said
Musser had been that saloon
shortly before he was shot on Dec,
30 and had called up Person's offico
and told Person that he was Charley
Kirk of Decatur, a friend of Per-
son's, and that he would like to meet
him, Person, the interurban sta-

tion. Three men who were in Per-
son's office that afternoon testified
that they heard Person take down
the receiver and answer, saying:

ers are incanable of taking a hu- - "I'll be down right away, Kirk."
man life. His Dlea. through his de- - That Person was the victim of a
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plot by the strikebreakers at the Illi-

nois Central shops to "put him out
of business" was also evidence which.
the defense sought to introduce into
the case. Judge Whitfield ruled that
the evidence would not be allowed
until after Person himself takes the
stand.

The clothing worn by Person at
the time he was attacked by Musser
was displayed as a defense exhibit
Person's black overcoat, bearing
bloodstains, was produced from a
suitcase by James Meagher, Person's
business partner. Meagher said that
the overcoat had not been touched
since it was taken from Person's body
on the day of the shooting.

Clashes of counsel were again fre-

quent Judge Whitfield during the
morning excused the jury for ten
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