
PIECE-PA- Y SYSTEM ATTACKED BY NELSON-GIR- L

WORKERS' HEALTH RUINED, HE SAYS
The piece-payme- nt system for

men, women and children came in
for some heavy wallops from Oscar
P. Nelson, chief state factory inspect-
or, speaking at a monthly meeting of
his inspection force.

The wallop delivered by Mr. Nel-
son at this sore spot in our economic
system was prompted by a survey of
the wage system in cracker faotories,
laundries, garment shops, cleaning
and dyeing establishments, metal
works, glass and lamp factories, mir-
ror, broom, cork, paper box, soap and
trunk factories, some pressrooms
and mercantile houses.

"Calling a halt to the further ex-

tension of the piece-payme- nt plan
of wages," says- - Mr. Nelson, "will
never remedy the evil. The system
must be destroyed by the roots, so
that it will never flourish again. As
is the practice at present, this meth-
od of paying wages affects all classes
of worldng people, men, women and
children alike.

"Our law does not afford relief
from this situation, and I am par-
ticularly interested in the welfare of
the women and children of this state,
whom I want to help out of this so-

ciological quagmire.
"I believe that in the case of wo-

men this matter can be regulated, be-

cause I am convinced that this cir-
cumstances comes within the police
power of the state. If the legislature
can regulate the hours during which
women and children may be employ-
ed, then, reading between the lines
of the opinion of the Supreme Court
upholding the legality of that law, I
say that the legislature has" the pow-
er to regulate their wage-payme- nt

system.
"There exists every reason why

this festering ulcer of our present-da- y

industry, especially as regards
women, must be wiped out The piece
payment system is a bastard child of
the modern method of industrial spe

cialization. It requires that an em-
ploye remain at one task and reach
the utmost perfection in the same,
so that the various component parts
may be turned out most rapidly and
in greatest quantities. For example,
picture the coremakers. The women
are engaged not only in dirty work,
but must manipulate the heavy sand-
boxes in excess of their normal work-
ing speed. The women are paid by
the number of pieces they produce.
The strain on their nerves rapidly
reaches the stage of exhaustion.

"They are constantly on edge.
Comfort and ease are supplanted by
excitement and eagerness. The very
fact that 'rush and hurry' are the
main qualifications of their jobs com-
pels these toilers to remain on their
feet almost the entire day. This adds
to the fatigue and overtaxation of
their nervous muscular system.

"Another situation must not be
overlooked, the use of modern
machinery in conjunction with the
piece-payme- nt system. I recite the
instance of the woman at the punch
press. Her employer has installed a
new and highly efficient and speedy
machine. She strikes her impres-
sions with the machine as a pace-
maker. The remuneration at first is
placed at a very liberal mark. How-
ever, as a few weeks elapse and the
worker has reached her high mark,
the rate per hundred or thousand is
reduced, so that the maximum may
be attained only after a prohibitive
pace.

"Thus the need for haste impels
the worker to increase the quantity
of her output. The nervous strain
inevitable under these conditions has
no inconsiderable share in causing
the positive breakdown which so fre-
quently follows a girl into her home
after she has left the factory. It is
the final exaction that the trade
makes of her.

"I have always advocated the re
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