
son vho does this, however, should
not be paid by the employer.

"As an evidence of how one-sid-

the present arrangement is I asked
a welfare worker in a department
store how she considered a girl could
exist on $6 a week. She replied:
'Oh, I find them cheap boarding
places where the girls have the priv-
ilege of doing their washing and iron-
ing on Sunday and can sew in the
evenings.' Do you call that welfare
work?

"I asked another welfare worker
if she visited the girls when they
were sick. She said she did to find
out if they were really sick or were
cheating the store.

"In a steel plant I visited I found
two nurses and a doctor. They were
welfare workers, but actual investi-
gation proved they were there be-

cause of the numerous accidents and
besides that they would make good
witnesses in case of a damage suit

"One nurse told me they gave $10
to any poor family stricken with sick-
ness. You would naturally imagine
that this generosity was coming out
of the firm's pocket. It wasn't. They
were charging the men five to twen-
ty "cents a week out of their salary
to pay for this.

"I asked about housing conditions,
as this mill is in one of the most con-
gested parts of Chicago. I received
the reply that it wasn't their business
to look after the housing of their
people."

Asked whether the investigation so
far conducted by the Public Welfare
Bureau had seemed to indicate the
need of a minimum wage for women
workers, Mrs. Meder replied that it
had.

"But we want that minimum wage
put at a decent figure," she declared,
"because it is going to be a maximum
wage in many cases. And I don't see
how we are going to arrive at it. I
am not at all in favor of this idea of
counting the pennies a girl should
spe.d for her breakfast and her lunch
and her dinner, her room, laundry!

and carfare and not leaving a cent
margin for pleasure Any girl who
works should have not only enough
to live on, but enough to get some
happiness out of living.

"I believe the minimum wage
would stop quite a little immorality.
There are any number of girls who
will starve to death rather than earn
enough to make up the deficiency by
going on the streets, but there are
also girls who haven't the courage
it takes to starve to death, and these
girls unquestionably take the

'easiest way.' Remove the
necessity and you have removed the
temptation.

"Girls in department stores have a
bigger fight against temptation than
girls who work in factories or laun-
dries, for girls in stores have to dress
better even though they often make
less and, in addition, they are con-
stantly seeing wealthy women wear-
ing beautiful clothes and jewels. And
a love of pretty things isn't the ex-

clusive possession of women with the
money to gratify it. Every girl is
born with a love of pretty things, no
matter what her station is. It be-

comes then just a question of her
moral stamina if she isn't - paid
enough to gratify at least a little of
that longing.

"You will frequently hear the state-
ment made that girls should do
housework and stay out of stores,
that they would be better off and
have less temptations. Statistics we
have compiled of women in the
Bridewell absolutely contradict this.
The greatest percentage of women
there charged with disorderly con-
duct, which covers a multitude of of-

fenses, are domestics. And, frankly,
if I had to stand over a tub and cook
and sweep and wash dishes from
week end to week end I think I would .

be pretty desperate myself.
"The statistics we have compiled

show that the greatest number or
women who are sent to the Bridewell
ire the women whose occupations
are the most monotonous and poorest


