
pose) all rights acquired under said
ordinance," etc.

Note first that the company must
"CONSTRUCT, EQUIP and IN-
STALL" a telephone system "ADE-
QUATE for the service of 20..000
SUBSCRIBERS" (not bona-fid- e sub-
scribers in the wording) "PRIOR to
June 1, 1911."

Then note that after constructing,
equipping and installing a system
adequate to serve 20,000 subscribers,
the ordinance goes on to say: "OR
if at any time AFTER said June 1,
1911, said company." etc., "shall not
have in operation or shall cease to
operate a telephone system serving
20,000 BONA-FID- E subscribers," etc.

How could it be made clearer that
council intended that the plant, ade-
quate to serve 20,000 subscribers,
must be ready by June 1, 1911, but
that after that date it must be in
operation and serving 20,000 bona-fid- e

subscribers?
It doesn't require any twisting of

words or straining at meaning to
make the ordinance favor the city
and mean what council intended it to
mean. IT DOES require a terrific
and absurd straining of the meaning
of words to enable any court to cheat
the people of Chicago and nullify the
feature of the ordinance that was put
in there to protect the public.

Corporation Counsel Sexton has
resigned. He is about to get out. It
is up to Mayor Harrison to appoint
a man in his place who will look for
constructions of the law in the inter-
est of the people.

Since writing the above I have read
an opinion by Attorney Wm. Cunnea,
given to the Penny Phone League,
which concludes as follows:

"There is nothing in Section 11,
paragraph 2, of the ordinance, re-
quiring that the King's english be tor-
tured in order to find an intent and
meaning which can be read by the

I humblest man with a common school
education, and no construction ex-

cept a most specious one, laboriously
worked out by a special pleader, can

be made, that would deprive the city
of its right to a forfeiture In the event
of a default by the company, to have
in operation, or in the event of its
ceasing to operate, a telephone sys-
tem serving 20,000 bona-fid- e sub-

scribers. The manner of enforcing the
forfeiture is a matter of mere
machinery and detail, assuming de-

fault of the company in this regard."
o o

BOYS TELL JUST WHY THEY ALL
TURNED BANDITS

Three of the four boys locked up
in the Chicago av. station yesterday
for the attempted robbery of Edward
Messinger, collector for Messinger's
restaurants, of a satchel containing
$3,000 gave police remarkable rea-

sons why they turned auto bandits
yesterday.

Russell Edwards, the first question-
ed, said he was to be married soon
and needed money. He knew of no
other way to obtain it than rob, so he
did so.

f John Murphy said his father was
a saloonkeeper in Burnham, HI. "He
needed money to help him out for
staying opemafter hours and the only
way to get it was to steal it," he said.

Joseph Raymond, the boy who ad-

mitted planning the robbery, said : "I
worked in Messenger's restaurant at
Halsted and Madison sts. and got next
to nothing for it. You can't work for
such small wages and have any
money, so I planned the hold-u- p I
was only going to take what I
thought was due me."

George Trintfoll, the fourth pris-
oner, refused to talk.

They were arrested when the auto,
in which they were trying to escape,
ran into a fence.

'The case came up before Judge
Scully in the Boys' Court today.

o o
WANTS GAS RATES LOWERED
That the people are being soaked

by the gas trust is the gist of a letter
from Montague Ferry, city commis- -


